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Mitsubishi 
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$3,499 due at 
signing plus TTL 
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Offers end 5/31/19. See dealer for details. On approved credit. *Security deposit waived. 10k-mile year lease. MSRP $14,925. **On most models. 
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Welcome 
to the health 
family. 


“Your health family" is more than a tagline. It's a 
promise to deliver unmatched customer service to 

the LGBTQ community, and to everyone who calls the 
Twin Cities home. We're glad to have you in our family. 
Learn more at northmemorial.com/family 
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POWDERHORN 


CULINARY 


ARTS ^w. SHOW 


You could become one of 
60 culinary geniuses to compete! 


| MP 


Calling all professional and junior culinary artists! 
Got a buzz-worthy or James Beard-proud food 
or beverage creation up your sleeve? 


We want you to apply! 


This juried outdoor food competition will take place in 
Powderhorn Park on Saturday, October 19th. 


Fe? 


Apply by 11:59pm on June 3rd 
Www.ppna.org/culinaryartshow 


From the proud host of the 
Powderhorn Art Fair 
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NEIGHBORHOOD 


MINGLE 


KITCHEN & BATH 
DESIGN STUDIO | SHOWROOM 


BEAUTIFUL OUTDOOR KITCHENS 
START IN OUR SHOWROOM 
VISIT TODAY. 


763.717.8500 

12955 HWY 55, 
PLYMOUTH, MN 55441 
MingleTeam.com 
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` LAVENDER'S 


V FIRST 
THURSDAYS 


BUY A DRINK. MAKE A CONNECTION. HAVE FUN. 


LAVENDER'S 2019 SUMMER OF PRIDE 


KICKOFF PARTY 


Presented by: 
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steven MINTAHOE 3 i 
ARN steven-scott.com Ae os б» 


Ys DULUTH.con PN 7777 — VAC AYA 
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ПАШ 4 
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Ж 
BIRTHPLACE OF MINNESOTA HOME TOUR 
BY PARADE OF HOMES 


Thursday, June 6, 2019 aa 


ORPHEUM * STATE * PANTAGES 


5:30 = 8:00 PM 900 Hennepin owned by Hennepin Theatre Trust 


900 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 


Visit Our Featured Business & Organization Vendors, Including: 


Artisan Home Tour - Dean Schlaak, Edina Realty - Discover Stillwater - Gay4Good - Golden Valley Pride 
- Hennepin Theatre Trust & 900 Hennepin - Jaguar Land Rover of Minneapolis - Mintahoe Catering & Events 
- NAGLREP - National Guard Recruiting - Quorum - Red Ribbon Ride - Steven Scott Management 
- Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus - Uptown VFW & MAC-V - VACAYA Cruises - Visit Duluth 


° Join us for the annual kickoff to the 
2019 Pride and summer seasons. 


* Pick up your copy of the Lavender's 
2019 Official Pride Edition, 
America's largest Pride publication, 
featuring the unveiling of this year's cover model 
presented by Vacaya Cruises. 


* Drink specials, complimentary hors d'oeuvres, 
prize drawings and giveaways 


Part of Lavender's 


wie i 


Visit 
www.lavendermagazine.com/calendar/lavenders-first-thursdays/ - 
to preregister at Eventbrite and 
to be eligible to win great prizes 


Ted Bougie 
FIRST EQUITY 


NMLS #299829 


Let me help you 


with your home loan 


2019 
PROFESSIONALS 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


REM 


HENNEPIN 


SERF Loan Officer 


tedbougie.com = = 


612-865-4742 


ted@femort.com 
NMLS #678329 


Looking for a rewarding career 
where you can make a difference? 


A job as a Direct Support Professional might be right 
for you! REM Hennepin is an egual opportunity employer 
serving individuals with disabilities. We offer: 


/ Competitive pay and benefits / Opportunities for growth 
4 Full- and part-time opportunities and advancement 
/ Diverse, welcoming workplace environment и“ Flexible hours and scheduling 


Apply now! Visit jobs.thementornetwork.com 


Ap of The MENTOI k | Equ tunity Employe 


Contact Us Today! 


612-503-8090 
standardheating.com 


STANDARD 
$ HEATING $ 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


4.9 


* * * * * 


Average Google 
review rating 


2 . 


Spring Fever Sale! 


Save 51 0 


› Family-Owned Since 1930 
> Over 475,000 Customers 
> Open 7am-7pm / 7 days a week 


*On approved credit. Restrictions may apply. Includes all discounts and 
rebates. Not valid with any other offer. Installation completed by 5/31/19. 


OR MORE 


on a Furnace & A/C Combo* 


MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 


COOLING & HEATING 


Call us about our deals on 
Ductless systems! 
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And they're ready to share their zany personalities. Walk among 


them without barriers at Llama Trek at the Minnesota Zoo. a Ti Suara 


allowed me to serve my Country and а 
helped рау for my Masters Program." 


MORE ‘UMs Midwest 


Spine & Brain 


PER HOUR r 
TH AN A N Y David T. Chang, MD, PhD, DABNS 


Board Certified Neurosurgeon 


ОТ Н Е R Dr. Chang uses an integrated approach 


with patients to tailor the most appropriate 


СТАТ | ON treatment plan for each patient's 


spine condition. 


Fu LSU Patient-Focused Care. Life-Changing Results.* 


http://www.midwestspineandbrain.com/ 
RADIO k http://www.drdavidchangmd.com/ 
For an appointment call: 651.430.3800 • 800.353.7720 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


sunny Days Ahead 


Spread the message, loud and clear: the season of Pride is almost 
here! 

'The most fabulous time of the year is nearly upon us, and as we look 
forward to all the amazing festivities to celebrate our rainbow pride, we 
mustn't forget that summer is finally in our clutches, too! We need to 
cherish it and savor it and never, ever let it go, seasonal shifts be damned! 

Luckily, Minnesotans know how to take advantage of summertime, 
and we've compiled an amazing collection of local events, parties and 
festivals better known as the Summer in the Cities Guide. Ready for the 
State Fair? We got you covered. Itching to see your favorite musician 
coming to town? We have your back. Comedy shows? Art fairs? Dance 
nights? Pro wrestling show-meets-burlesgue? Look no further. 

But that's not all, my friends! We have an exclusive interview with 


musical sensation Chastity Brown ahead of her collaboration with the 


Minnesota Orchestra; we celebrate 15 years of East Central Minnesota 
Pride; and we look at the upcoming Pride Nights for three of our local 
pro sports franchises. 

Not enough for you? Get a heapin' helpin' of Southern charm with 
Carla Waldemar's trip to Greenville, SC, and join Bradley Traynor as he 
Eats The Menu at Loring Park's jaw-dropping and mouth-watering sea- 
food mecca 4 Bells. 

What makes this issue doubly special, however, is the inclusion of the 
first part of our three-part retrospective series on the groundbreaking 
Stonewall Riots and the American GLBT Rights Movement. As we get 
ready to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Stonewall, we chronicle major 
milestones in the history of the rainbow community. Stay tuned for Part 
2 (June 6) and Part 3 (June 20), and most importantly, get ready: Pride 
is nigh! Ш 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Fluctuat Nec Murgitur - Still 


In 1844, Eugène Violette-le-Duc and collaborator Jean Baptiste Las- 
sus won the Commission des Monuments Historiques competition to re- 
store Notre-Dame Cathedral of Paris. Violette-le-Duc was 30, Lassus 37. 

'The Cathedral became a cause célébre after Victor Hugo's 1831 block- 
buster, Notre-Dame de Paris (The Hunchback of Notre-Dame). Public 
pressure and impending physical dilapidation spurred action. By 1786, 
the magnificent fléche, constructed between 1220 and 1230, was so 
weakened it had been removed. Riot and revolution had destroyed an- 
cient glass and statuary; could they be recreated? Should they be? 

No scientific or historical studies of medieval construction techniques 
existed; it took Violette-le-Duc's sheer will and obsessive attention to mi- 
nutiae to accomplish the 25-year restoration, creating gargoyles, casting 
new bells, designing Gothic grisaille patterns for destroyed windows. 

These myriad changes were detailed recently, post-April 15. Signifi- 
cant was Violette-le-Duc's flat refusal of the Commission's proposal for a 
new spire atop each tower. That addition, the architect declared, ^would 
be remarkable but would not be Notre-Dame de Paris." 

He created a 295-foot fléche in lead-covered oak weighing 750 tons. 
Copper statues of the twelve apostles stood around its base, facing out- 
ward-except St. Thomas, patron saint of architects, whose face resem- 
bled Violette-le-Duc's. Thomas faced inward, towards the spire. 

Violette-le-Duc, didn't have today's technology, but the necessary hu- 
man elements are unchanged: passion for the work, consuming attention 
to detail, sheer doggedness to finish the job. Such a modern man was An- 


drew Tallon, architectural historian, and Vassar art professor, who also 
combined precision with love of the medieval. Violette-le Duc had too 
few guidelines, Tallon had too many. 

“When you're working on medieval buildings" Tallon explained in 2105, 
"it's difficult to have the impression you can say anything new. They've been 
looked at and written about for ages, so I've been using more sophisticated 
technology these days to try to get new answers from the buildings." 

In 2010, Tallon and Columbia professor Paul Blear set up a Leica 
ScanStation C10 in Notre-Dame and scanned over five days, putting up 
markers, repositioning the scanner some 50 times, they recorded Notre- 
Dame as a series of one-billion data points in space. A terabyte of infor- 
mation Violette-le-Duc could have held in his palm. 

'Tallon died Nov. 16, 2018. He fought brain cancer, even as he inched 
cross the cathedral roof, probing nooks and crannies, his intellect and 
passion intact, a part of the living web of Notre-Dame. 

These two, whose names we know, are but links in a chain. The cathe- 
dral's first, anonymous architect, the unknown, highly-skilled stonema- 
sons, carpenters, glaziers, bell-casters, worked knowing they would nev- 
er see the goal, nor would those sons who followed in their trades. For 
God? For some; and for faith in man's reach, to touch lives yet unborn. 

"To restore a building,” wrote Violette-le-Duc, “is not to maintain it, re- 
pair it or remake it: it is to re-establish it in a complete state which may never 
have existed at any given moment." The ancient Paris motto, “Fluctuat nec 
Mergitur,” means “Wave-tossed, but does not founder." Notre-Dame lives. ll 
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QUORUM COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP AWARDS 
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ET UMMER'S TTER AT THE LAKE 


OVER$500K ` ` ` ` SATURDAY 
IN TOYS dd DRAWINGS ALL 
 ANDPRIZES! 7" — SUMMER LONG 
ROCK & ~| THE GREAT 
ROCKETS MIDWEST RIB FEST 
July 4 • Free Event July 25 - 27 • Free Event 
Food Trucks • Music « Fireworks 10 Rib Cookers « Food & Drink Tents « COE | 


OUTDOOR SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 


CHRIS YOUNG SIRIUSXM THE PULSE PRESENTS: 

with special guest Morgan Evans THE MIGHTY O.A.R. 

June 28 W/AMERICAN AUTHORS 
August 2 


Get Outdoor Summer Concert Series tickets and 


"Ж м 
see summer event calendar at mysticlake.com ° ÀƏ E 
Please Play Responsibly. y | C 


OWNED & OPERATED BY THE SHAKOPEE MDEWAKANTON SIOUX COMMUNITY 
@ 2019 SMSC Gaming Enterprise 


OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Autonomy. Photo by Dan Norman 


HEAVEN 
May 31-June 23 
Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th Place, St. Paul 
651-291-7005 
see.parksquaretheatre.com 

Acclaimed director Joe Chvala is reviving 
the musical he created almost a decade ago 
with the group he founded, Flying Foot Forum. 
Set in the 1990s Bosnian War and sung and spo- 
ken in English and Serbo-Croatian, Heaven 5 
ensemble uses street dance and dynamic mu- 
sic by Chan Poling of The Suburbs fame. This 
new iteration is more inclusive of gay themes 
as well. Park Sguare Theatre, where FFF is 
in residence, will also hold discussions and 
events related to the problem of genocide in 
relation to this production. 

Chvala recalls, “Heaven was a big suc- 
cess when it played the Guthrie Dowling Stu- 
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dio nine years ago. Still there were things that I 
took note of after the first run thinking I would 
change them if I were to do the piece again. 
Anytime you do an original work nine years 
later, the times change, you change, your per- 
spective changes so the work will most likely 
change too.” 

He also points out that “Heaven has always 
been among other things, a cautionary tale 
about civil war and how it starts small with di- 
visiveness among people which opportunistic 
leaders can pick up on and use to rise to power. 
If left unchecked, it often leads to violent con- 
flict and war. Unfortunately that message is 
more timely than ever and that is what I am try- 
ing to emphasize in the retelling of this story. I 
have added probably twelve minutes of materi- 
al by fleshing out some of the characters whose 
stories most illustrate this type of conflict that 


comes from fanning the flames of hatred to the 
point of war. One of those expanded characters 
is a gay man, who in the original production 
only had a monologue but in this version is a 
person who finds himself caught between two 
of the warring parties in the war and is forced 
to make very tough decisions.” 


ONE-HIT WONDERS 
June 6-8 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres' Fireside The- 
atre, 501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen 
952-934-1525 
www.chanhassendt.com 

'The Fabulous Armadillos raid the one-hit 
wonder vault for the Chanhassen Dinner The- 
atres' popular Concert Series in their Fireside 
space. This popular group has developed a fol- 
lowing in central Minnesota since its inception 
in St. Cloud, where it has often played at the 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Sea Cabinet. Photo by Jessica Holleque 
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Pioneer Place on Fifth. Vocalists Billy Scherer 
and Pamela McNeill are supported by an eight 
piece band that includes keys, guitar, bass, and 
drums. Not to mention a horn section with 
trumpet and saxophone. Once again, Chan 
gives us the opportunity to see area artists who 
have shown significant talent in the mastery of 
popular contemporary music. And the menu is 
delicious! 


PICASSO CUTS THE BULL 
Ongoing 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 2400 3rd Ave. 
S., Minneapolis 
888-642-2787 
www.artsmia.org 
Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) looms as one the 
most revolutionary figures in the history of art. 
The Spaniard's painting and sculpture ema- 
nates largely from the cubism movement and 
expresses its passion with boldly contorted im- 
agery that some found and still find to be offen- 
sive, and which others feel is utterly inspired. 
'The Minneapolis Institute of Arts is featur- 
ing an evocative exhibit of his linocut pieces 
with collaborator Hidalgo Arnera (1922-2007). 
A series of five proofs for Le Banderillero (1959) 


tracks the developmental process embodied by 
cutting away part of the surface of a sheet, or 
what's also called a block, of linoleum. Hence 
the term, “linocut”. At each phase he cuts, add- 
ing ink to fill out the image of a matador, bull, 
spectators, and someone known as a bander- 
illero. The latter's function is to thrust small 
spears in the animal to break his spirit, thus 
weaken him, so that the matador kills him in 
a flourish. At each phase a pictorial concept 
emerges in striking increments. 

Along with the linocuts are some charac- 
teristic Picasso lithographs of a bull in profile, 
a reconceptualization of a postcard image of a 
16th century noblewoman, and wouldn't you 
know it—a Minotaur! 


SEA CABINET 
May 30-June 9 
Southern Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis 
612-326-1811 
www.southerntheater.org 

The US premiere by Theater Elison of this 
song cycle about women and the sea is surely 
one of the most eagerly awaited shows of the 
year. Created by British composer and lyricist 


Gwyneth Herbert, Sea Cabinet received ac- 
claim in the UK and is also the title of her sixth 
album, which received four stars in The Inde- 
pendent and The Financial Times. Herbert has 
also been praised by The Guardian and has 
served as a musical director and lead vocalist 
for the prestigious Bristol Old Vic Theatre. 

Producer Cindy Polich relates, “Two 
themes run through the show: the story of a 
young woman who lost the sailor love of her 
life when he drowned at sea. She manages her 
grief by walking the shoreline every day col- 
lecting what the sea has deposited. Believing 
these are messages from her lost love, she cat- 
alogs and stores them in her sea cabinet. The 
second theme, told through song, explores 
women's relationship with the sea over centu- 
ries—going back to the 13th century drowned 
village of Dunwich, the 18th century French in- 
vasion of Fishguard, and the WWII evacuation 
of the island village of Alderney, to name a few. 
Through her songs, Gwyneth Herbert brings 
us the life, love and loss of the sea.” 

Four accomplished Twin Cities singer- 
actresses perform: Christine Wade, Emily 
Dussault, Vanessa Gamble, and Bex Guant. 


Continued on page 16 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 15 


SPOTLIGHT BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


SMALL MOUTH 
SOUNDS 
Through June 16 
Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale 
Ave. S., Minneapolis 
612-822-7063 
www.jungletheater.org 

'The New Age movement is not 
only influential but in some quar- 
ters is the dominant belief system. 
Its emphasis on meditation, guru 
guidance, and retreats away from 
the rat race of mainstream living 
offer soothing appeal. This is the 
realm playwright Bess Wohl enters 
in Small Mouth Sounds. Moreover, 
she includes a lesbian couple as 
characters. Stage director and for- 
mer yoga instructor Lauren Keat- 
ing says the play "explores a very 
relatable desire to find freedom 
and to meet our true, fully realized 
selves, in this very personal play, 
the playwright asks us to meet her 
characters and also to meet our- 
selves. She draws this world with 
such humor and tenderness." ll Small Mouth Sounds. Photo by Jessica Ekstrand 


LAVENDER LINK 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
® CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. —, 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 
LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! 
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MINNESOTA ` 


* ORCHESTRA 


Celebrating LGB. А 
musicians and composers 


* 
` 


Inside the Classics: 


Love That Dare Not Speak 


Sat Jun 1 8pm 


Sarah Hicks, conductor / Sam Bergman, host and viola 
Debbie Duncan, vocalist / Mary Louise Knutson, piano 


`~ 


For much of musical history, LGBT musicians and composers were 
marginalized and censored, even as they permanently transformed 
the landscape of classical music. In this concert, we celebrate the 
talent and legacy of composers who ignored convention and created 
lasting masterpieces. 


Tickets: $30-50 / Students: $12 (all ages, with ID) 
Under 40 years old? $20 (when you sign-up for $2Ounder4O discounts) 


Sam Bergman & Sarah Hicks 


$5 happy hour pre-concert 
Free beer samples from local craft breweries 


Meet the musicians onstage after the concert! 


612-371-5656 / minnesotaorchestra.org / Orchestra Hall / ОС) #mnorch 


PHOTOS Bergman & Hicks: Travis Anderson Photo; Stage: Greg Helgeson; Selfie: Courtney Perry MARTINPATRICKZ 
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ALL-NEW SHOW! 


DUM MO ЛЫН LAVENDER'S FIRST THURSDAY AT THE COMMODORE 
BAR & RESTAURANT 


MAY 2, 2019 


From left: LTC Jeffrey 
Merricks, Stephen 
Rocheford, MG Jon Jensen, : s 
. and MG Neal Loidolt Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


[fto by Sophia Hantzes 


KIDZ BOP 
FAMILY FUN & FIREWORKS 
LIVE! AT THE TREASURE ISLAND AMPHITHEATER 


July 3 | Tickets $11.50 


TICKETS & HOTEL ROOMS AVAILABLE | | Treasure (Island | 
4 


р» P 


Tlcasino.com | 1-800-222-7077 
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Work as an Advertising Account Executive‏ ا 
for Lavender Media.‏ 


Great Commission! Fun working environment! 


Send your cover letter and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


unique. funky. affordable. 


2096 OFF m 
STOREWIDE СТОК 


June 5-10 fetus 


2000 4th Ave S. - Minneapolis 
612.870.9300 - electricfetus.com 


Stiletto Squares-The Divas Edition! 


c JUNE 14-15, 2019 
8:00 PM 


Ted Mann Concert Hall 
U of M Tickets and Events 
612-624-2345 


Adults: $25-53 
12 and under 5096 off 


IN T H Ü 4, TCGMC wraps up Season 38 with 


FESTIVAL 


June 1, 2019 
1OAM = 5PM 


DENEFITTING ST. ANTHONY PARK LIBRARY ^ 
AT Сомо & Carrer, Sr. PAUL a 31 ) 


5o^ 
3x * Twin Cities 


Anniversary | 
Event! * Gay Men's Chorus 


SEE THE LIST OF ARTISTS AT. SAPFEST.ORG 
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A graceful pedestrian bridge overlooks the Reedy River in Falls Park. 


That Greenville 


Yeah, that Greenville. Google the name and 
half a dozen cities pop up. But the one—The 
One—it pays to visit is anchored in South Caro- 
lina. Yeah, that Greenville, as the town makes 
clear in its motto. The one you'll want to visit. 

But not that long ago, locals would be shud- 
dering, “Huh?” Main Street was the domain of 
drunks and crooks and prostitutes. Its renova- 
tion started when some foresighted city fathers 
squeezed the avenue from four lands to two, 
freeing footage for generous sidewalk prom- 
enades filled with greenery, inviting benches 
and decorative lamps. A vanguard restaurateur 
opened a café there, ^where nobody was going 
to go”—but they did. And others followed. 

On the northern end of the corridor, a plaza 
was carved out for free musical performances, 
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anchored by a new hotel. Further south, the 
approach to the Reedy River—called Rainbow 
Reedy by locals in tribute to its chemical con- 
tent—was cleaned up, and a bridge that hid 
its magnificent waterfall came down, to be re- 
placed elsewhere by a graceful walking/biking 
version. 

On one bank of the rippling waterway arose 
the Peace Center for Performing Arts and its 
fountain-filled plaza, and on the other, half a 
dozen artists' studios—because the city fathers 
believed in a master plan in which art made a 
better draw than dreary warehouses. (Today 
the downtown spotlights 70 outdoor artworks, 
with an explanatory app.) Even the rinky-dink 
ballpark was reimagined, drawing crowds even 
further south along Main. A free trolley further 
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encourages exploring, as the town of 70,000 
evolved into a model city. Yeah, that Greenville. 

Its centerpiece, Falls Park on the Reedy, 
hosts acres of fiercely blooming pansies, 
snowdrops, and flowering trees amid grassy 
hillsides dotted with swinging chairs, where of- 
ficious ducks parade past teens in formal wear 
taking graduation photos. Jump on the Swamp 
Rabbit Trail that follows the water for 20-some 
miles, or peek into those studios at Art Cross- 
ing— especially if it's a First Friday, when vino 
flows as freely as the river. 

Work your way up Main Street, filled with 
sidewalk tables these days—popping into M. 
Judson Booksellers (cum bakery) with its rich 
collection of regional authors and Southern 
Comfort cookbooks; Poppington's popcorn 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


(40 flavors, including best-selling salted cara- 
mel, plus dill, churro and espresso); old-time 
Mast General Store; and Port City Java for a 
welcome jolt. Amble north to NOMA Square 
for Thursdays’ Downtown Alive free concerts, 
where everyone from toddlers to granddads 
dance to the beat (beer stands, food carts too). 

Continue a few blocks to the cemetery 
where General Robert E. Lee’s statue stands 
guard over scores of flags marking the graves 
of the Confederate dead. Just beyond lies Heri- 
tage Green, an anchor for more arts. Greenville 
County Museum of Art sports a vast collection 
of works by Jasper Johns, “the world’s most ac- 
claimed living artist” according to materials on 
the state’s favorite son, along with the world’s 
largest collection of the meticulous watercolors 
of Andrew Wyeth. (Why here, I had to ask. Ap- 
pears the painter was a favorite of a local collec- 
tor, who donated the treasure trove.) Southern 
regional artists’ work is showcased, too. A piano once played by Chopin is part of the collection of the Carolina Music Museum in Greenville. 


Move on to the Carolina Music Museum, 
featuring 33 antique keyboard instruments, 
many with listening stations, including the 
1845 piano played by Chopin and the oldest 
Steinway in the world. The1825 Schenz fea- 
tures a pedal which adds ringing bells and 
drum beats to its tunes. Big hit: a square piano 
of 1790, discovered in the Fifties serving as a 
wall of a chicken coop. 

The Upcountry History Museum traces lo- 
cal lore starting with the squabbles between 
the Cherokee and Catawba tribes, on through 
the state’s secession from the Union in 1860 
and the Civil Rights movement of the ’60s, 
where the segregated airport was scene of a 
protest, as was the march of black students on 
the whites-only public library. 

You'll find another view of times past at 
the Museum of Confederate History with its 
cache of Confederate money, weapons, uni- 
forms, flags, letters home and precious photos, 
plus vials for collecting tears shed over absent 
soldiers. Shudder at wartime surgical instru- 
ments, including a bullet probe, amputation kit 
and glass eye. There's a doll used to smuggle 
morphine to the troops. And handouts derid- 
ing Lincoln's perfidy. Then catch your breath 
at Joe's Place around the corner, an intriguing 
bookstore offering coffee and wine “paired per- 
Downtown Greenville's Falls Park boasts beautiful waterfalls on the Reedy River. fectly with our books.” 


Continued on page 18 
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Greenville is home to the Greenville County Museum of Art. 


That'll hold you till dinner. Then head for 
Soby's, that restaurant debuting on seedy Main 
Street 22 years ago and still going strong. It's 
an outpost of genteel Southern cooking, from 
fried green tomatoes with blackened haricots 
and spicy pimento cheese to its signature she- 
crab soup, sweet and meaty, and crab cakes 
garnished with mague chou (corn, Southern 
style) and remoulade. Or the shrimp & grits. 
Or fried Carolina chicken served, in a stroke of 
genius, with mac & cheese. 

Further along Main, you'll discover Persian 
food at its finest at Pomegranate, revered by lo- 
cals (and moi) for its complimentary starter of 
feta, mint leaves, unsalted butter and pita. Add 
appetizers like spinach, creamy with yogurt and 
livened with garlic, or a rich and smoky blend 
of eggplant and tomatoes. Then choose a kebab 
or lamb—you can't go wrong with either rack or 
shank—followed by Persian ice cream studded 
with pistachios, saffron and a splash of rose water. 

Cross the street to the riverside red umbrel- 
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las of Passerelle to dine in view of that mighty 
waterfall. I devoured an arugula salad studded 
with roasted squash, candied walnuts and ricot- 
ta, then more lamb, followed by a deliriously 
delicious coconut cake. Start the day at Maple 
Street Biscuit Company for a treat the size of a 
softball, or grab brunch at Nosedive, featuring 
a grits bar and biscuits and gravy. 

Or! Hungry for barbecue? Just follow me. 
First stop, almost in the shadow of the airport 
for those who just can’t wait (including your 
truly), is Bacon Bros. At this farm-to-table 
kitchen, the pork is cured onsite, then served 
with homemade sauces—mustard and vin- 
egar—and sides both classic (collard greens) 
and trendy (walnut-studded Brussels sprouts). 

Having polled the town’s Uber drivers, café 
servers, restaurant patrons and hotel clerks, I 
next headed to everyone’s Number One choice, 
Henry’s Smokehouse. The size of a gas station, 
you'll be guided to the short-order counter by 
its heady aroma, then nudged to choose be- 
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tween ribs, brisket and burnt ends. Sides here 
included the Southern classic Brunswick stew 
and best-selling sweet, sweet, sweet potatoes 
further sweetened with pecans. Wear a ball cap 
and you'll blend right in. 

No caps—okay, not many—at Smoke on the 
Water, described to me as “among the best in 
town but expensive”—which translates to their 
famous pulled pork for $7.95, served right be- 
side the river or in dark booths indoors. Con- 
tinue further down Main to another insider 
recommendation, Mac's, where outdoor picnic 
tables come with free sides of smoky perfume 
and plates of hush puppies. Go for the brisket 
if you're wise. Sauces range from wonderful 
to excellent. Servers all sport tattoos. Even 
easier: Sign up at the Tourist Office on Main 
for Saturday BBQ tours to three sites: Henry's, 
Bucky's and Mike & Jeff's. Your diet doesn't 
start till you're back on the plane. 

To discover that Greenville, check out www. 
visitGreenvilleSC. Ë 


Cupcakes * CAKES * SWEET TREATS 


I'unchtimelDeliverylEvenywhere 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 


Visit BigGayNews.com for your weekday RA S 651 South Cleveland, St. Paul 
news featuring Local, National and Š : 651.698.0334 fax: 651.699.2303 


International GLBT News. 
n cJ » 
Fen 
+ 


T 


Po... УУУУ”, 
PREMIUM HOMEMADE ICE CREAM COME EXPLORE LONGFELLOW WITH A COFFEE FROM FIREROAST (9) tiv 
GLBTG OWNED/OPERATED, FOSTERING GLBTG ARTISTS 


3800 37TH AVE S, MINNEAPOLIS ° (612) 724-9895  WWW.FIREROASTCAFE.COM 


French Meadow 
is honored to 

be voted the 
Growler's 

2018 Kind- 
of-a-Big-Deal 
Readers? Choice 
Award for Vegan 
Restaurant of 
the year. 


Cheers to all! 


Come enjoy 

our creative 

and delicious 
organic vegan 
meals paired 
with organic 
wines, tap beers, 
cocktails, and 

5 local & organic 
kombuchas on 
tap! 


NORD NORD 
TASTING =š SOCIAL 


ROOM HALL 
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4 Bells boasts an incredible patio 
view of Loring Park and 
the Minneapolis skyline. 
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BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


A Southern restaurant that serves seafood, 
or a seafood restaurant that serves Southern 
food? And what do either of those things mean, 
much less matter, when they're stuck right 
here in the heart of a mostly land-locked Upper 
Midwest? 

Enter Chef Scott Pampuch. If he has any- 
thing to say about it (and, trust me, he does), 
4 Bells aims to answer those very questions by 
taking diners on a rich culinary journey down 
the Mississippi River. One that highlights a 
range of traditions and techniques from Min- 
neapolis to Memphis to the briny waters of the 
Gulf and beyond. 

Taking over in February, Chef Pampuch 
has already embarked on an ambitious evolu- 
tion of both the menu and venue itself. He's 
adding new dishes (wait until I tell you about 
the “pork long bone"), while letting existing 
ones shine (the signature fried chicken is back 
on the menu, this time for good). Beyond the 
food, his effervescent impatience to breathe 
new life into an already lively space is palpable 


4 Bells is an award-winning 
seafood restaurant located right 
in the heart of Loring Park. 


across the restaurant's nine distinct dining vi- 
gnettes. 

You see, there isn't just one journey on of- 
fer at 4 Bells. From the traditional main dining 
room to a patio with panoramic views of Loring 
Park and the downtown Minneapolis skyline, 
you can quite literally choose your own adven- 
ture. 

My own gastronomic trip down the meta- 
phorical Mississippi began a few weeks back 
at the raw bar with a couple friends. This main 
floor kitchen-side countertop is an ideal place 
for those who want to watch Chef and his team 
in action. As one who loves to see how the pro- 
verbial sausage is made, I was blessed with a 
ringside seat. 

Right from the start, we dove into the sea- 
food deep end with a flight of fresh oysters. 
This selection of four on the half shell brought 
the refreshing spray of the sea directly to our 
lips. A wonderful way to stir the taste buds and 
awaken the appetite. 

Onward, we plunged headfirst into the snap- 
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AL SAW 


per ceviche. Snappy flatbread crackers dusted 
with a hint of spice serve as perfect shovels for 
the extravagant pile of fresh, buttery snapper 
before us, tossed with chopped shallot, chiles, 
cucumber and radish. Is your mouth watering 
yet? 

Our final appetizer, the smoked fish salad 
was, honestly, a delightful surprise. We know 
a thing or two about smoked fish around these 
parts, and this house-smoked whitefish is lov- 
ingly dressed with horseradish, fennel and 
capers. It felt, like much on the menu, familiar 
and comforting. 

Speaking of comfort, let's talk shrimp and 
grits. No good Southern coastal menu is com- 
plete without this classic. Where many attempt 
and most fail, 4 Bells flatters with more than old 
Southern charm. Tender shrimp hugged with 
rich Tasso and crawfish butter are nestled atop 
creamy white cheddar grits. Deeply satisfying, 
rib-sticking grits. 


Continued on page 26 
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4 Bell's fried oysters game 
is strong. 


One of Chef Pampuch's most creative and ex- k 
citing additions to the menu revolves around a 
revolutionary cut of pork. Coined the Pork Long 
Bone, this mammoth piece of pig on a plate in- 
cludes the chop, along with a portion of the rib 
and belly. A little something for everyone. Actual- 
ly, it's more like a lot of several things for one per- 
son. One very, very lucky person. Set adrift atop 
a healthy portion of the aforementioned grits, 
as well as mustard greens and a slathering of 
scratch-made red eye gravy (an espresso-infused 
Southern staple traditionally served with ham), 
this unique main course is sure to become a clas- 
sic. And I couldn't finish it fast enough. Even 
after the ample quantities I'd already consumed. 
When you mention 4 Bells, you'll often hear 
people talk about the fried chicken. And how, 
over time, it started to disappear from the menu. 
Good news. It's back. This time, as I said, for 
good. After all, if you're going to offer people a 
taste of the South, fried chicken is a must. Tech- 
nically, this near religious experience isn't just 
fried. It's broasted; that is, deep fried under pres- 
sure. 


ya 


Get a sumptuous taste of the South 
with this shrimp and grits plate. 


Continued on page 28 
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Open for Weekday Lunches at 11am 
Saturday 6 Sunday Brunch 11am-2pm 
Outdoor dining available. 
Dog-friendly patio! 
E 


= Е n LYNDALE E 
Minneapolis е? 
65 Main St SE, Minneapolis 


612.331.4544 | E Participant 


wildecafe.com - fb.com/wildecafe 


р == Daily Happy Hour Specials 
5309 LYNDALE AVENUE SOUTH, MINNEAPOLIS | 612-236-4791 | WWW.ELJEFECUISINE.COM 


OVER 120 VARIETIES 
OF COFFEE & 160 
FINE TEAS 


| Since 1976, offering tastes from 
* Authentic all around the world in one 
Louisiana place. Come in for a custom 
Cajun food | brewed cup and experience the 
| freshest and finest. 


* Freshest 
seafood 
in town 


Dine-in or takeout 
Delivery by DoorDash, 
Bitesquad and Uber Eats 


Linden Hills Roastery Mall of America 
2730 W. 43rd St. 1st Floor in Sears 


1931 Nicollet Ave Minneapolis 


612.871.2334 - 612.871.4107 Minneapolis, MN 55410 Bloomington, MN 55425 


612-920-6344 www.coffeeandtealtd.com 952-854-2883 


Online order: www.cajunboilingmn.com 
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The process ensures each 
and every brined piece of the 
bird comes out crispy and juicy. 
Served with a pair of sauces 
and a fresh biscuit for mopping, 
you'll be licking your fingers in 
no time wondering where it all 
went. I can admit most of it went 
home with me. 

Not before we sampled a cou- 
ple of items of the dessert menu, 
of course. If for some bizarre rea- 
son you still have room for des- 
sert (if you don't, make room), 
I can recommend both the 
chocolate bread pudding and the 
lemon tart. The bread pudding is 
prepared like french toast, warm 
and heavenly, topped with vanilla 
ice cream. The lemon tart is a de- 
cidedly bright and vibrant way to 
end what was a supremely rich 
and satisfying meal. 

Continued on page 30 


Prepare yourself for the main course 
with an oysters plate appetizer. 


Whether you want to save for the future, 
secure a personal loan, utilize exclusive 
online and telephone banking services, or 
enjoy the convenience of our ATMs and 
many locations, we are here for you. Call, 
click, or stop by and talk with a banker. 


wellsfargo.com 


All loans are subject to application, credit qualification, and income verification. 


© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (3946303. 20048) 
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BEST WISHES FLORAL 


Your Floral Design Specialists! 
Special Events « Weddings * Funerals « Deliveries 


Wire Service Available! 


WWW.BWFLORAL.COM 


689 WINNETKA AVE. N. * GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 • INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 


We do doggy doo-doo so you don't have to!“ 


ET YARD 


ЖУ»? 


vice = One-time Cleaning 
*- Vaction Cleaning 


call (612) 788-8390 or email office@petyardpickup.com 


www.petyardpickup.c 


YES WE Scoop DOG 


International Wolf Center 


DISCOVER WOLVES! 


* Unique Daily Programs 
* Live Ambassador Wolves 


* Wolf Den Gift Store 


JAY 169 • ELY, MINNESOTA 55731 
8-365-HOWL 


$1 SOJU SHOTS 92 RAIL DRINKS 
93 BOTTLED BEERS °4 APPETIZERS 


RELU'S' 


BODYSHAPING 


CARDIO 
KICKBOXING 


STRENGTH 
TRAINING 


NUTRITION 
GUIDANCE 


PERSONAL 
COACHING 


TEXT “PRI ” TO 612-584-1599 


2ronl 1/ 2oFF 
RAIL DRINKS BOTTLES OF 
& BOTTLED BEERS SOJU & WINE 


(612) 345-7214 
2939 Hennepin Ave South 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 29 


Dàvid B 
N \\ M 
* X 


i 


N 


Pour Day P. 


2 d 


Jett Adore 


24 The Cast of 


Шш 
(ШҮ) 


DJ Leif AndéršƏh 
& Miss Scarléft. 


Chi Chi LaRue 


E Block TENA 


Tickets go on sale May 20th 
LUSHmpls;com 
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BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


4 Bells' soft-shell crab is friendly to 
both the eyes and the taste buds. 


Several courses and a set of 
full stomachs later, it's clear that 
Chef Scott Pampuch and his team 
at 4 Bells are delivering on their 
promise to bring diners on a jour- 
ney beyond our own prairie-lined 
backyard. And they're doing so 


with more than just a few great 
dishes from a particular region. 
They're telling stories with food. 
Grand stories that connect flavor 
and emotion with regions often 
overlooked or routinely underes- 
timated. E 


These mouth-watering scallops will 
leave you wanting more from 4 Bells. 


| this for you - 
Ш A TROPICAL ESCAPE  psuchosuzis.com 


BizRecycling 
is a business 
power tool. 


- Nikki and Anna, Hagen and Oats Custom Wood Décor 


Recycling grants up to $10,000 
available to businesses in 
Ramsey and Washington counties. 


G BIZRECYCLING 


LESS TRASH = MORE SAVINGS 


з HRecycleBetter 


Learn more or get started at BizRecycling.com. 
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SOUNDSET 

May 26 

Minnesota State Fairgrounds 
St. Paul, MN 

$119-129 
soundsetfestival.com 

The time has come. Soundset 
Festival is back! Get ready 

to dance because this year's 
lineup is unlike any other. From 
SZA to G-Eazy to Lil Wayne, 
there will be something for 
everyone's listening speed. 
This year's hosts will surely 
keep you entertained; Heather 
B, Sway Calloway, Cros One, 
and JPratt are ready to party. 
Are you? 


EDINA ART FAIR 
May 31-June 2 

Edina, MN 

Free admission 
www.edinaartfair.com 

Right when you think summer 
is never to be seen again in 
the state of Minnesota, there's 
hope at the end of the long 
(seriously, it's been months, 
Minnesota) tunnel. Celebrate 
the season at the annual Edina 
Art Fair where there will be 
booths and booths of paintings, 
pottery, clothing, jewelry, and 
more. Not to mention, lots of 
dogs! 


7 Year Itch. Image courtesy of Gamut Gallery 
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7 YEAR ITCH: 
GAMUT GALLERY 
7TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

June7 

Gamut Gallery 

Minneapolis, MN 

$10 (Free for members) 
www.gamutgallerympls.com 
Celebrate the 7th anniver- 

sary of one of the Twin Cities’ 
premier art galleries, the Elliot 
Park-based Gamut Gallery. 
Enjoy the vibrant, geometric art 
of art collective TINT, live mu- 
sic, raffles, and a video booth 
where you can make your own 
Gamut Gallery memories. 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


LET'S GO 

CRAZY VI 

June 8 

First Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN 

$12-15 

first-avenue.com 

As if we needed a reason to go 
crazy, now we have one. Join 
Transmission and DJ Jake 
Rudh for a night of nonstop 
music and celebration of the life 
of Minneapolis’ favorite son, the 
late, great Prince. From indie 
rock to British pop to garage 

to synth-pop, it won’t take long 
before you're ready to go crazy. 


HANNAH GADSBY 
June 12-14 

Pantages Theatre 
Minneapolis, MN 

$39-59+ 
hennepintheatretrust.org 

If you're looking for a night 

of sidesplitting laughter and 
GLBT company, Hannah Gads- 
by's stand-up show is definitely 
for you. As a lesbian woman, 
Gadsby and her stand-up show 
"Douglas" are likely to draw in 
alarge GLBT crowd. Get ready 
to laugh! 


NORTHERN SPARK 
June 14-15 

Minneapolis, MN 

Free admission 
2019.northernspark.org 

If you're an art fanatic but 
prefer going out at night, you'll 
want to check out Northern 
Spark. A late-night art festival, 
this year's Northern Spark is a 
theme inclusive of everybody: 
*We Are Here: Resilience, 
Renewal & Regeneration." 


STONE ARCH 
BRIDGE FESTIVAL 
June 14-16 

Minneapolis, MN 

Free admission 
www.stonearchbridgefesti- 
val.com 


Itisn't summer in the Twin 
Cities without the Stone Arch 
Bridge Festival. With more 
than 200 artists, you'll soon find 
the weekend slipping by—so 
much to see, so little time! 
Whether you come for the food, 
the drinks, the live music, the 
art, or the abundance of good 
dogs, you won't be able to find 
a reason to leave. 


TWIN CITIES JAZZ 
FESTIVAL 

June 20-22 

Mears Park St. Paul, MN 
Free admission 
www.twincitiesjazzfestival. 
com 


It's time to get jazzy! Head to 
Mears Park in St. Paul for live 
performances by some of jazz's 
finest. From James Carter to 
Grace Kelly to Yogev Shetrit, 
the performers at this year's 
festival will have you wishing 
you wore your boogie shoes. 


CARRIE 
UNDERWOOD 

June 21 

Target Center 

Minneapolis, MN 

$50-100 
www.targetcenter.com 

'The queen of country is back 
and better than ever! Head over 
to Target Center for a night you 
won't soon forget. On her Cry 
Pretty Tour 360, Carrie Under- 
wood will be joined by Maddie 
& Tae and Runaway June for 55 
stops to various arenas across 
the country. 


Carrie Underwood. 
Photo courtesy of AEG Presents 


Continued on page 34 
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Colin Jost. Photo courtesy of Mystic Lake 


HUGH JACKMAN 
June 22 

Xcel Energy Center 

St. Paul, MN 

$46-467 
www.xcelenergycenter.com 
If meeting Wolverine isn't at the 


top of your bucket list, you're 
lying. Join Hugh Jackman at 
Xcel Energy Center for a night 
of the most popular hits from 
Les Miserables, The Greatest 
Showman, and other Broadway 
hits. 


COLIN JOST 

June 22 

Mystic Lake Showroom 
Prior Lake, MN 

S29-69+ 
www.mysticlake.com 
Another show for the jokesters. 
Pick up tickets to Colin Jost's 
comedy show at Mystic Lake 
for a night of laughs. Known 
for his Saturday Night Live 
“Weekend Update" segment, 
Jost is the king of sarcasm and 
satire—you won't want to miss 
it. 


WRESTLEPALOO- 
ZA XV 

June 28 

First Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN 

$28-35 

first-avenue.com 

It’s like Lollapalooza... if every- 
one wore masks and aggres- 
sively fought each other. For 


MO], рухом 
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with special guests Normani and Social House 
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pro wrestling fans or those who 
are just fascinated by the sport, 
Wrestlepalooza XV will be at 
First Avenue taking profes- 
sional wrestling to a whole new 
level. 


ROCK THE 
GARDEN 

June 29 

Walker Art Center 
Minneapolis, MN 

$74-300 
rockthegardenfestival.com 
For those of you who make 
one annual trip to Walker Art 
Center, your time has come. 
Rock the Garden is back for a 
night of activities, art, music, 
and—the best part—food. This 
year's lineup includes The 
National, Courtney Barnett, X, 
Heart Bones, Bad Bad Hats, 
deM atlaS, Adia Victoria, and 
The Beths. 


Ariana Grande. 
Photo courtesy of 
Live Nation 


Continued on page 36 


BISHOPS 


CUTS / COLOR 


FIRST-TIME CLIENTS 
GET A FREE 


HAIRCUT 


LONG / SHORT / BUZZ 


GLOWING SKIN 
O ан 


BISHOPS MINNEAPOLIS UPTOWN 
2817 HENNEPIN AVE. MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
612/236/4993 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
VALID FOR FIRST-TIME CLIENTS ONLY AT BISHOPS MINNEAPOLIS 


UPTOWN THRU 11/01/19. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. 
FCIOOLAV 


Healthy Smiles Wii REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 
for a Lifetime. + 


Е 2 `~ 
Dr. Kordie Reinhold, Dr. Peter Hinke, 
Dr. Chas Salmen, Dr. Jane Puntillo 
4289 Sheridan Ave S, Minneapolis 
lindenhillsdentistry.com // 612.922.6164 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #BC378021 


www.houseliftinc.com 
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Backstreet Boys. Photo courtesy of Live Nation 


CARLY RAE 
JEPSEN 

July 5 

State Theatre 

Minneapolis, MN 

S31-138+ 
hennepintheatretrust.org 

If there's one thing we're all 
missing in our lives, it's more 
Carly Rae Jepsen. Come to State 
Theatre for a night of dancing 
with the queen of pop, theater, 
and pretty much just the art of 
being amazing. Just months after 
her new album "Dedicated" is 
released, this show will definitely 
be unlike any other. 


ARIANA GRANDE 
July 8 

Xcel Energy Center 

St. Paul, MN 

$76-8184 
www.xcelenergycenter.com 
After being rescheduled from 
the original date in April, fans 
are beyond ready to see Ariana 
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Grande perform her Sweetener 
World Tour show at Xcel En- 
ergy Center. That's right, she's 
finally making her long-awaited 
appearance. Perfect timing 
because let's face it, we had 
“No Tears Left to Cry." 


BACKSTREET BOYS 
July 20 

Xcel Energy Center 

St. Paul, MN 

$34-893 
www.xcelenergycenter.com 
Backstreet's back, ALRIGHT! 
Join the five heartthrobs on their 
biggest arena tour in 18 years 

at Xcel Energy Center. Fingers 
crossed the legendary group 
will perform their new hit single 
“Chances”, written by Shawn 
Mendes and Ryan Tedder. 


AOUATENNIAL 
July 24-27 

Minneapolis, MN 

Free admission for most 
events 


Ew 


b 


www.aquatennial.com 

If you're looking for some 
classic Minnesota fun this 
summer, look no further than 
the annual Aquatennial. Events 
this year include lawn games, 
Family Fun Fest, parades, and a 
Torchlight 5K. 


JEFF LYNNE’S ELO 
July 25 

Xcel Energy Center 

St. Paul, MN 


$96-699 
www.xcelenergycenter.com 
Join Jeff Lynne's ELO and 
singer-songwriter Dhani Har- 
rison at Xcel Energy Center. 
ELO has had more than 20 Top 
40 Hits across the U.S. and the 
U.K., making Lynne's sweep- 
ing productions some of the 
most recognizable music of the 
last 40 years and helping sell 
more than 50 million records 
worldwide. 


Jeff Lynne's ELO. 
Image courtesy of 
Live Nation 
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BIRDS SING DIF- 
FERENTLY HERE 
July 25-26 

The Southern Theater 
Minneapolis, MN 

$10-20 
southerntheater.org 

For a play that is just as im- 
portant as it is entertaining, 
check out Birds Sing Differ- 
ently Here at The Southern 
Theater. A true story about 
the lives of 13 Iraqi-Minne- 
sotan refugees and immi- 
grants, the show touches on 
topics of sweetness, sorrow, 
grief, and discovery. 


CARDI B 

July 27 

Minneapolis, MN 

Target Center 

$50-125 
www.targetcenter.com 
With her 2018 album Inva- 
sion of Privacy at No. 1 on 
the Billboard 200 Chart, 
Cardi B is coming to Min- 
neapolis to kill it onstage. 
Whether you're looking for 
some rap music, to support 
strong women, or to just 
have fun at a concert, Cardi 
B's Target Center show is 
definitely one to add to the 
calendar. 


X GAMES 

Aug. 1-4 

U.S. Bank Stadium 
Minneapolis, MN 
$50-800 
xgamesminneapolis.front- 
gatetickets.com 
Minneapolis has quickly 
proven itself to be a sports 
city—from the Super Bowl 
to the X Games to the Final 
Four. Well, X Games is back 
with its with its skateboard- 
ing, Moto X, and other 
events that will leave your 
jaw on the floor. 


Cardi B. Photo by Jora-Frantzis 


Continued on page 40 
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ys 


PRIDE GAME 
50м 06.02 3 PM 


BUY TICKETS 


Allianz (ili) Field" 


A member of Minnesota State 


re metrostate.edu 
SERVICES DESIGNED FOR YOU 


WOMEN'S AND LGBTQ+ 
RESOURCE CENTER 


WLGBTOGmetrostate.edu 
651.793.1544 Ej @MetroStateResourceCenter 
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Gladys Knight. Photo courtesy of 


MINNESOTA 
FRINGE FESTIVAL 
Aug. 1-11 

Various Venues 
Minneapolis, MN 
www.minnesotafringe.org 
It's been 25 years, and the Min- 
nesota Fringe Festival is still 


27 


Mystic Lake 


one of the greatest of the sum- 
mer. Join artists and audiences 
from a variety of backgrounds 

for performing arts shows that 
will leave you speechless. The 

times have changed, and the 


shows have definitely kept up. 


Minnesota State Fair. Photo courtesy of Minnesota State Fair 
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GLADYS KNIGHT 
Aug. 9 

Mystic Lake Showroom 
Prior Lake, MN 

$39-1644 
www.mysticlake.com 

Come to Mystic Lake for a 
show by grammy-winning 
Gladys Knight. The diva will 
perform “Every Beat of my 
Heart", "Midnight Train to 
Georgia", “I Heard it Through 
the Grapevine”, and all of her 
other classic hits. 


MINNESOTA 

STATE FAIR 

Aug. 22-Sept. 2 

Minnesota State Fairgrounds 
St. Paul, MN 
www.mnstatefair.org 


The Minnesota State Fair is 
a must for anyone who likes 
music, art, food, or fun... did 


I miss anyone? If the cookies 
aren't enough to draw you in, 
try one of the many fried foods, 
concerts, or rides. It's the per- 
fect way to end the summer... 
Minnesota style. 


BRANDI CARLILE 
AT THE STATE FAIR 
Aug.31 

Minnesota State Fair Grand- 
stand Stage 

St. Paul, MN 

$51-76 
www.mnstatefair.org/grand- 
stand 

As the most Grammy-nominat- 
ed female of 2019, Brandi Car- 
lile has come onto the music 
scene and proven she won't be 
leaving any time soon. Join her 
and guests Mavis Staples and 
Savannah Conley for a concert 
of strong, talented female 
performers. li 


You, a canoe and a day of fun. 


Just add nature 


! 
WW) MINNeSOTA Learn How! 


STATE PARKS AND TRAILS mnDN R.gov/ICan 


VisitSaintPaul.com/Events С 


@VisitSaintPaul WfGSaintPaul f Visit Saint Paul SA | NT PA U L 


.COM 
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BY GABBY LANDSVERK 


CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED SINGER-SONGWRITER 
CHASTITY BROWN WILL KICK OFF PRIDE SEASON 
WITH A JUBILANT MN ORCHESTRA DEBUT ON JUNE 8. 


Chastity Brown has had a busy year so far. 

As a featured artist on an Americana Cayamo Cruise, 
Brown set sail from Tampa to Jamaica to Mexico and back 
with the likes of Dawes, Keb' Mo' and Jason Isbell and the 
400 Unit. She also went on the road with Amy Ray of the 
Indigo Girls, and spent a few weeks in L.A. with Dan Wilson, 
songwriter for Adele, the Dixie Chicks and Minnesota native 
Semisonic. Somehow, in between, she's found time to put in 
work on a new record. 

On June 8, she's hitting a new high note, taking on 
Orchestra Hall, backed by the full strength of the Minnesota 
Orchestra for their largest annual fundraiser. 

The Symphony Ball event is featuring Brown as part of an 
ongoing tradition of engaging with the broader Twin Cities 
music community by bringing in local artists. 

"This is an opportunity for them to engage with a wider au- 
dience. When they asked me to, I knew right then I wanted to 
do it. I go to the orchestra because as a composer in my own 
right, it's utterly fascinating and compelling. I'm a patron of the 
orchestra because I'm a music geek," Brown said. 

Bringing Brown to Orchestra Hall seems a natural fit, 
said Grant Meachum, director of the “Live at Orchestra Hall" 
series. 

"There is an orchestral quality to her songs even if she's 
working with a small ensemble. There is something epic about 
her songwriting and pairing that with an orchestra, you can 
imagine how that can be greater than the sum of its parts," 
Meachum said. 

This will be Brown's debut with the Orchestra and in fact 
her first performance with more than her usual string quartet. 
“It's a tremendous honor for any singer to sing with an 

80-piece orchestra. These are folks that I respect, so I want 
them to be excited and feel like they're playing something 
that moves them," she said. “With these two original songs 
I'm doing with them, I'm trying to bring a little more soul up 
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in the space that will be a whole different sonic quality of the 
orchestra which I'm so excited to hear. I hope to capture the 
full width and breadth of their evocative capacity." 

In the previous two years of featuring local artists, the 
orchestra worked with Dessa, and Jeremy Messersmith, both 
titans of the local music scene. 

Brown said the orchestra has been open to her original 
ideas and she intends to bring her own unique sound and style 
to the performance. 

“I don't have anyone's shoes to fill but my own," Brown, 

“I was asked to come in as Chastity Brown, the artist. I'm not 
going to try to show up as anyone else, no matter what's been 
done before. I have a different responsibility.” 

As part of her contract, Brown reguired that discounted 
tickets be set aside for people in community that wanted to 
attend but would otherwise be unable to afford it. 

Continued on page 44 
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Singer-songwriter 
Chastity Brown is 
headlining this year's 
Minnesota Orchestra 
Symphony Ball, its largest 
annual fundraiser. Brown's 
original music blends 
blues, folk, and soul in 

an evocative and unigue 
style of Americana. Photo 
by Hanna Voxland 


Chastity Brown hopes to engage with people who may not otherwise see the MN Orchestra. Her contract stipulates that discount tickets be set aside for 
community members who may be otherwise unable to afford the show. Photo by Wale Agboola 


“I'm the first black local artist they've worked with in that 
capacity and I don't take that lightly," Brown said. “I want to 
engage with community folks, Minneapolis working class 
people, queer people and brown people. My people." 

Citing her artistic influences, Brown mentions queer black 
writers like Lorraine Hansberry, James Baldwin and Octavia 
Butler. 

“I think in ancestral terms. My queerness is part of my 
magic. When I enter a space to perform, I think about those 
like Lorraine and James who showed me what the magic could 
look like. I don't aspire to be like them, I aspire to be more and 
more my authentic self." 

That the concert is scheduled during Pride season, particu- 
larly this year, the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots that 
sparked the movement, is especially poignant. 

Brown said went through a period where she stopped at- 
tending Pride, describing herself as a shy person who doesn't 
like to go to festivals or be around large crowds. Reflecting 
on the queer people of color at Stonewall, and the ongoing 
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fight for queer rights worldwide, her presence at Pride felt 
important. 

“I thought, “Holy shit, I need to go for those that can't go 
right now.' To be standing in that space of total fucking com- 
fortability and magicalness,” Brown said. 

She added that she tries to take a moment at her concerts 
to talk about gueerness and blackness, and acknowledge the 
dangers facing people who aren't white and straight. Often, 
however, she said just being herself, living and loving her life, 
as loudly as possible, goes beyond anything she could ever 
articulate. 

“The fact that me just living, existing, loving myself when I 
walk out my front door, it's not always necessary to speak with 
words,” Brown said. 

“Loving yourself at full volume is such a radical act. That's 
what I think of in Pride Season.” 

For more information or ticket details, visit minnesotaorches- 
tra.org/symphonyball. W 


IP. Park Dental 


With you every 
smile of the way. 


Two downtown Minneapolis offices. 
Early morning and evening hours. 
Over 40 Twin Cities locations. 


parkdental.com 
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Chris J. Fondell, DDS 


MARQUETTE 
612-333-1066 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


LOVE IS CELEBRATED 
AT WINDOWS ON MINNESOTA 


outdoor dining loca” 
seen. pa 


@lavmag 612 333 4545 | 710 Marquette Avenue | themarquettehotel.com 
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BY KASSIDY TARALA 


EAST CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA PRIDE 
CELEBRATES ITS 15TH L SR IST 


e 12915! ANNIVERSARY 
PRIDE WITH "PRIDE IN W 
кышынын, IW cL ESTP 


On Sunday, June 2, East Central Minnesota Pride will be 
celebrating its 15th annual Pride in Robinson Park, located 
in Pine City. The communities of Pine, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille 
Lacs, and Chisago counties will come together to celebrate 
with glam-punk rocker Venus DeMars and Mark Joseph & 
The American Soul. 

“East Central Minnesota Pride was born in 2005, as a fifth 
anniversary celebration of the East Central Men’s Circle, 
a discussion group for gay, bisexual and questioning men 
of the region. It was the first Minnesota Pride not held in a 
metropolitan area and one of just two other rural prides in the 
United States," says Phil Schroeder, ECMN Pride committee 
chair. 

Attendance at the four-hour event has grown to about 
300-400 annually. Along with this growth and the support 
of the East Central Regional Arts Council, the quality of the 
entertainment has grown as well. Minnesota artists such as 
Chastity Brown, Katy Vernon, Kat Perkins, Mark Joseph, 
Kind Kountry, and a host of local supporting acts have pro- 
vided the high duality entertainment апа positive wears had o cce er 
been key to Pride's success, Schroeder says. Rock Creek - Quamba - Princeton - Pine City + Pease - Onamia - Ogilvie - North Branch 
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THE AMERICAN SOUL 


PERFORMS GLAM-PUNK ROCKER 
PAUL SIMON'S 'GRACELAND' VENUS DEMARS 
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ROBINSON PARK | PINE CITY ALL 


CEREMONIAL RAINBOW RIBBON CUTTING AT NOON - 
S OFFICIAL START TO MINNESOTA'S PRIDE SEASON 


PRIDE IN THE PARK: 15 YEARS OF POSITIVE CHANGE 


WWW.EASTCENTRALMINNESOTAPRIDE.ORG 
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Stability & Housing for 
Veterans 


www.mac-v.org 


We are working to ensure 
Veterans have apermanent 
place to call home. 


We help prevent homelessness by providing: 


e Transitional and Permanent Housing 
% * Legal Information, Assistance and Advice 
THANK YOU М6 3 * Employment Services 


FOR HELPING MACV SERV 
MN VETERANS AND FAMILIES 


ENDING VETERAN 
HOMELESSNESS 


If you're a Vet in need of these resources, 
or if you know of a Vet 
in need, please call 1-833-222-(MACV)6228. 


Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans | 2700 E. Lake St., Minneapolis | MAC —V.org 


HRES 
TWENTY 


BREWING CO. 


STAY FOR A PINT OR GRAB A BEER TO GO! 


135 STH ST SE. PINE CITY 
THREETWENTYBREWING.COM 


> ° 
The communities of Pine, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs, and Chisago counties will come B u S | n esses 
together to celebrate East Central Minnesota Pride. Photo by Phil Schroeder 
d Organizati 


“ECMN Pride has endured despite a small segment of the local com- 
munity’s opposition, protest and other means to create barriers, both in 
promoting the event and accessing the use of potential locations. In 2011, 
ECMN Pride was recognized as ‘Minnesota’s Small Town Pride’ with a 
Community Pride Showcase award presented at the MN State Fair,” he 
says. “What started 15 years ago as small event organized by a few volun- 
teers, has grown to an award-winning, major, one-of-a-kind regional event.” 

Despite the vast turnout at ECMN Pride each year, Schroeder says 
that without this event, he believes this part of the state would not have 
any GLBT population. 

“We draw people from as far south as the Twin Cities, north to Duluth, 
and to the adjoining Wisconsin counties. We’ve seen steady growth in first 
time attendees and are also drawing a broader-aged audience, showing 
gains in the 18 years of age or younger and the 19-to-30 age groups,” 
Schroeder says. “These are important gains over the usually older 
demographic we’ve drawn in the past. Many LGBTQ and people from 
other diverse backgrounds living rurally or in small towns still often find it 
necessary to go to neighboring large cities for cultural experiences and/ 
or to find quality entertainment.” 

Likewise, the rest of the east central MN citizens might not have an 
opportunity to attend events where they can share in a cultural experi- 
ence with people from a variety of social, economic, racial backgrounds, 
and sexual orientations. 

“We feel our event fulfills both needs. It has also been a goal to use 
the performing arts as a vehicle to bring the LGBTQ and other diverse 
groups—as well as the general population—together in a safe, welcoming, 
high quality, culturally-rich experience,” he says. 

This year’s “Pride in the Park: 15 Years of Positive Change” has a lot 
to celebrate. In addition to the 15 years of ECMN Pride, it will mark the 
20th anniversary of Men’s Circle, which began in April 2000 and the 50th 
anniversary of Stonewall. 

Continued on page 50 
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This activity is funded аЬ a grant from the East Central Regional Arts Council through an appropriation 
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"Because we've always celebrated pride on the first 
weekend in June, we kick off the summer and June Pride 
month in Minnesota. This year, in celebration of these mile- 
stones, we will open Pride 2019 with a ceremonial ribbon 
cutting at noon," Schroeder says. “As always, the event is 
free to attend, tobacco and alcohol free, and family-friendly. 
There's a wide variety of vendors and exhibitors, live mu- 
Sic, food, arts activities, and entertainment. Emceeing the 
event is Twin Cities' Public Television's Val Mondor." 

To encourage GLBT community members and allies of 
all ages to check out this year's Pride in the Park celebra- 
tion, Schroeder says they will be having the Wyoming 
Area Creative Arts Community return this year with their 
popular “Kids Can Be Artists Too!" program, which allows 
children of all ages to paint canvases. 

“We will once again host the traveling exhibit from the 
Tretter Collection in GLBT Studies from the University of 
Minnesota, providing viewers with an international history 
of LGBTQ thought and experience. We also are pleased to 
have the organization, “All are Welcome Here', with their 
message of positivity and inclusivity as one of our co-spon- 
sors," Schroeder says. 

Robinson Park is at 200 5th St SE, Pine City, MN. For 
more information about ECMN Pride, visit eastcentralmin- East Central Minnesota Pride will be celebrating its 15th annual Pride in 
nesotapride.org. Ë Robinson Park, located in Pine City. Photo by Phil Schroeder 


Meet Russell Toscano: Former teacher of art & 
drama, former actor & director, currently the artistic 
director / floral mentor of Wisteria Design Studio. He 

refers to himself as a die-hard theater geek, home 
chef, travel enthusiast, and eyewear freak. We admit 
to being unrepentant enablers of his eyewear fetish. 
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Stonewall 50th Anniversary Commemoration 
BURNET 
w STONEWALLDFL 
Kate presents 
0fferdahl-Joyce Stonewall Strong Í 1 "n 
612-940-1577 FRIDAY, JUNE 28 | 7 p.m. 
Kate.OfferdahlJoyce@CBBurnet.com Minnesota History Center — 
www.offerdahljoycehomes.com 545 W. Kellogg Boulevard, Saint Paul 


Evening Reception " Commemoration 
YEARS Program * Music and Entertainment 


E RISING UP With Special Guests: 


À Councilwoman Andrea Jenkins, 
> Congresswoman Angie Crai 
1969 - 2019 d E 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


و 


Reserve your tickets today! To purchase by phone call 651-492-6495 


WWW.STONEWALLSTRONG.US 


Prepared and paid for by the Minnesota DFL Party and not authorized by any candidate or candidate's commi 


JAMES BALLENTINE 


U plow n 2916 Lyndale Ave. S. | Minneapolis, MN 55408 


prs, WWW.UptownVFW.org 
Check calendar online for more upcoming shows and events! 
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UPTOWN DANCE PARTY DEUCES UP LYNDALE OPEN STREETS MALAMANYA 
W/ DJ BOB SHANNON BLOWTORCH / DJ KEEZY 8 VFW PARTY ON THE PATIO H SALSA DANCE / WORLD BEAT 


1ÜPM 


9PM 


11AM-5PM 9PM 


Pulltabs * Live Music * Food & Drinks * Welcoming Vibe 
"We're Not Your Typical VFW" 
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Photo courtesy of Minnesota United FC 


Pride Season is here, and while all facets of the community 
are getting ready to celebrate, three Minnesota sports leagues 
are showing their support for the GLBT faithful with special 
Pride Nights this summer. 


MNUFC PRIDE NIGHT 
June 2, 2019 (MNUFC vs. Philadelphia Union) 
Unleash your inner soccer hooligan when Minnesota's 


premier football club takes on Philadelphia at Allianz Field in St. 


Paul on June 2 for Pride Night! 
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BY CHRIS TARBOX 


The Loons will host their eighth match at Allianz, and will 
celebrate Pride with players wearing rainbow numbers on their 
uniforms, the parading of the rainbow flag on the field, the 
National Anthem being performed by a local GLBT musician, 
and much more! 

Last year the Loons made history when one of its players, 
Collin Martin, publicly came out of the closet and being the only 
out male professional athlete in any of the big five major sports 
leagues in the United States. 

For more information, visit www.mnufc.com. 


Continued on page 54 
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Image courtesy of the Minnesota Lynx 


MINNESOTA LYNX 
PRIDE NIGHT 

June 14, 2019 (Lynx vs. Connecti- 
cut Sun) 


'The amazing ladies of the Min- 
nesota Lynx are set to take on the 
Connecticut Sun for the WNBA team's 
June 14 Pride Night at the Target 
Center, but that won't be the only 
excitement taking place! The celebra- 
tion will begin with a special pregame 
Pride Conversation with various local 
GLBT community leaders, hosted 
by Lynx VP of Business Operations 
Carley Knox at the Pourhouse in 
downtown Minneapolis. 

During the game itself, spectators 
will be treated to a special Pride Cel- 
ebration highlight reel, demonstrating 
what Pride means to the players and 
coaches; an Inspiring Woman Presen- 
tation (recipient TBA); and recogni- 
tion of the speakers at the pregame 
Pride Conversation. 

A postgame celebration will follow 
at The Exchange or Alibi (to be con- 
firmed closer to the event date), fea- 
turing GLBT DJs, a silent auction, and 
more. Lavender is thrilled to serve as 
an associate partner for this event. 

For more information, visit www. 
wnba.com/game/20190614/CONMIN. 
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NIGHT AT TARGET FIELD 
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TW 
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Image courtesy of the Minnesota Twins 


MINNESOTA 
TWINS PRIDE 


NIGHT 
July 23, 2019 (Twins vs. New 
York Yankees) 

In July, Twins Territory 
becomes Pride Territory! To 
celebrate, a special theme 
night ticket package will be 
offered that includes a game 
ticket (offered in multiple 
seating levels), as well as an 
exclusive Twins Pride cap. 

Pregame activities for the 
Twins’ Pride Night at Target 
Field will include special per- 
formances, the first pitch, and a 
check presentation to Quorum. 
'The Minnesota Freedom Jazz 
Band will be providing music 
during the game. 

Lavender is also proud to 
serve as the Twins' media part- 
ner for this special event. Year- 
round, the Minnesota Twins 
regularly works with GLBT 
organizations such as Gay for 
Good, Quorum, and various 
local GLBT softball leagues. 

For more information or 
to order a ticket package, visit 
www.mlb.com/twins/tickets/ 
specials/pride-night. W 


Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 


from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 


—_ — American ompany 5 Subsidiaries i 
AMERICAN FAMILY A Am i 4649 Bloomington Avenue 
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612.333.5554 
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gwall Gardens 
is a GLBT-friendly 
assisted living 
community for seniors - V = 579 
of all orientations 4 SOD Fe LA 
and gender identities. З i n 
Photo courtesy of 
Stonewall Gardens 
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Retire In Style At Stonewall Gardens 


Stonewall Gardens offers GLBT seniors a place to call home in Palm Springs. 


Since 2014, Stonewall Gardens has been 
providing a community and a home to GLBT 
seniors in Palm Springs. While you don't have 
to be from California or even identify as GLBT 
yourself, you do have to be one thing: an ally. 

“While we certainly welcome non-LGBTQ 
residents, being surrounded by people who 
share roughly the same history and experi- 
ences and values allows residents to focus on 
living with the assistance the facility provides 
as opposed to defending their lives," says Chad 
Boeddeker, Stonewall Gardens executive di- 
rector. “Some examples: an HIV+ resident can 
speak openly about successes and failures of 
treatment without worrying about stirring up 
ignorant fears from a population not familiar 
with the impact that HIV/AIDS has had on the 


LGBTQ community, or a divorcee with chil Stonewall Gardens has been providing a community and a home to GLBT seniors in Palm Springs since 2014. 
dren from a heterosexual marriage can talk ^ Photo courtesy of Stonewall Gardens 


Continued on page 58 
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Family Owned and Operated Since 1964 


” — Michael Lee 
Funeral Director 


Mark Arnold 


Funeral Director 


Jason Schuck 


Directors Assistant 


& Cremation Services 


952-473-5577 
www.davidleefuneralhome.com 
1220 East Wayzata Boulevard 

Wayzata, Minnesota 55391 


Where Service is Tradition. 


NATIONALGUARD.COM/MN 


MINNESOTA 
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* 


“Joining the MN Army National Guard 
allowed me to serve my Country and А 
helped pay for my Masters Program." 


| David Lee Funeral Home 
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Follow us 
@biggaynews 
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Senior Real Estate Specialist 
MN Choice Homes Team 


RE/MAX 
RESULTS 3 


612-805-8880 


Yy Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 


www.scottbelcher.com 


Join our Team of Caregivers 


Right at Home is seeking compassionate, caring and reliable people who are 
interested in working together to accomplish our mission: Improving the 
Quality of Life for Those We Serve. 

We provide flexible, rewarding, part-time employment for caring people that 
want to help seniors live at home. Visit our Website to Apply. 


2012 Business of the Year 


(leas Ran 


washburn-mcreavy.com 


Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 


Advanced planning 


is a gift of love. 


Show your family 
you care. 


For a FREE planning guide 
please call 612.377.7841 
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SENIOR LIVING BY KASSIDY TARALA 


about the uniqueness of parenting after ‘com- 
ing out,’ and in both cases, the resident can 
find sympathetic ears and empathetic support 
that would likely be out of the realm of expe- 
riences or controversial in a more traditional, 
heterosexual assisted living environment.” 
The second was unique; with the exception 
of Fountain Grove in Northern California, SG 
was the only assisted living facility of its kind in 
the U.S. in that it was an effort to create a “safe 
space” for GLBT seniors and those requiring 
ADL (activities of daily living) assistance. The 
prevailing environment in assisted living meant 
that GLBT residents residing in “traditional” 
facilities often had to hide their sexuality—es- 
sentially, go back in the closet—in order not to 
be subjected to prejudice and bigotry. This was 
and is true even of facilities advertising that 
they are “gay-friendly,” because management 
and staff may be “gay-friendly,” and indeed the 
state of California requires GLBT sensitivity 
training for such facilities, but residents spend 
the majority of their day interacting with other 
residents who come from a variety of different 
backgrounds, experiences, and mind frames. 
A facility populated by like-minded men and 
women who at least shared a common experi- 
ence as a sexual or gender minority would re- 
move the burden of heteronormative pressure. 
The desire for Stonewall Garden was to 
create a “new kind” of assisted living facility 
or to create housing that was “not your grand- 
mother’s nursing home.” Little things like 
de-emphasizing stereotypical old-folks-home 
things like BINGO or arts-and-crafts to bigger 
things like the physical layout with front doors 
opening onto patios outdoors as opposed to “in- 
stitutional” hallways and a chef preparing and 
plating meals served by staff-turned-waiters/ 
waitresses for meals as opposed to cafeteria or 
food-service style dining make it feel less like 
an institution and more like a fun community. 
Resident Matt Wilkinson says he has been 
living at Stonewall Gardens for two-and-a-half 
years, and as the youngest resident, he intends 
to live there for the rest of his life. “Which 
hopefully will be another 30 or so years, which 
is one of the reasons I take such great pride in 
this facility and its community,” he says. “My 
house was just up the street, so I do remem- 
ber the renovation as it took place before the 
opening in January 2014. I toured before they 
opened but decided against placing my care 
and future in the hands of a startup.” 
Boeddeker says Stonewall Garden’s mid- 
century modern architecture and recent multi- 
million dollar renovation makes the facility a 
desert oasis in the heart of one of Southern 
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Stonewall Gardens offers open air patios, a landscaped courtyard, fully ADA-compliant apartments. Photo courtesy 
of Stonewall Gardens 


California's adult playgrounds, an international 
tourist destination, and a sought-after retire- 
ment community for seniors from all walks of 
life. 

"Open air patios, a landscaped courtyard, 
fully ADA-compliant apartments each with 
individually controlled thermostats, kitchen- 
ettes, and satellite flat-screen televisions, trans- 
portation to and from all medical appointments, 
assistance with medication and special diets, 
and weekly outings designed to plug residents 
into the many activities and destinations in the 
world-class resort town of Palm Springs and 


the surrounding Coachella Valley make Stone- 
wall Gardens truly assisted living," he boasts. 

Not from California? No problem! Boed- 
deker says they welcome residents from all 
over with open arms... and the guarantee of no 
more polar vortexes. 

*We have no lakes, but we do have the occa- 
sional mosquito. And go-go boys. Who doesn't 
love go-go boys? There are many fellow Minne- 
sotans' that make the Coachella Valley, mainly 


Palm Springs, their winter home!" 
For more information, visit stonewallgardens. 
com. Ё 


Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 
Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 
* Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable 


safe alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 


Brighten your future - contact us today. 
www.pride-institute.com | 952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 
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Private Mortgage Banking 


Good things start in 


a vibrant community 
Proud rider for 2019 Red Ribbon Ride 


Miguel A. Mendoza 
Private Mortgage Banker 
612-667-3000 
miguel.a.mendoza(gwellsfargo.com 
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The Next Wave of EVS 


Let us ask ourselves a question: What is an 
electric vehicle these days? 

If we based the answer strictly on the Jaguar 
LPace we reviewed earlier this year, it should 
be a vehicle that does not require any gasoline 
or diesel fuel to power it. Just the charge from 
the electrical grid to allow the batteries to pro- 
vide energy for the motors to run. 

Considering the automotive market these 
days, it is not a foolproof future. It is an out- 
come of the future that we do recognize as real, 
given the number of Teslas on the road across 
the Upper Midwest and the growing interest in 
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battery-electric vehicles within our community. 

Then, there are the headlines. HourCar has 
committed to converting its car-share service 
to go fully electric by the end of 2020. That 
would mean replacing its fleet, along with in- 
stalling charging stations within the city of St. 
Paul—all through Federal grants and partner- 
ships with the Metropolitan Council and Xcel 
Energy. 

To understand what this means for us back 
in the Twin Cities and across the Upper Mid- 
west, I traveled to Washington, D.C. to see 
where the electric vehicle and its promise for 


the future are heading next. The Washington 
Automotive Press Association, along with Audi, 
Electrify America, Exelon, and Kia welcomed 
me for an information exchange and demon- 
stration of the latest battery-electric vehicles 
to come into our market. This event was called 
the WAPA EV Day, 

The good news for EV customers is one 
such vehicle is sparking interest in the Twin 
Cities. The Audi e-tron quattro SUV is promis- 
ing an estimated range of 204 miles, which you 
can go 54 miles based on a quick 10-minute 
charge. The e-tron can be recharged with DC 


LA 


Fast Charging, as well as Level 2 240V charg- 
ing. Currently, that means taking your e-tron to 
one of several Goodwill locations in the Twin 
Cities for recharging using the faster Level 3 
system, or to a number of other locations— 
including Hy-Vee supermarkets—to use their 
Level 2 chargers to top off. 

Through a partnership with Electrify Amer- 
ica, Audi customers will also get the first 1,000 
kilowatt hours of charging at no additional cost 
when they purchase an e-tron SUV or any ofthe 
upcoming electric or plug-in vehicles Audi is 
set to introduce well into the next decade. That 
first set of charging is good for approximately 
2,000 miles of driving. Electrify America oper- 
ates a network of more than 16,000 across the 
country, with plans on adding another 2,000 
chargers at 480 sites by the end of 2019. 


Continued on page 62 
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BY RANDY STERN 


As for home charging, Audi has a partner- 
ship with Amazon to purchase a system, along 
with facilitating the installation of a new char- 
ger at your home. Audi asks its customers to 
separately arrange this apart from the purchase 
of their e-tron quattro SUV. Other manufactur- 
ers—including Tesla—offer home chargers to 
be included in their purchase, however, instal- 
lation is arranged through selected vendors 
locally for costs not covered in the vehicle's 
purchase. It has been stated that 80 percent of 
all electric vehicle charging is done at home. 

According to Mike Moran, manager of PR 
and Communications of Electrify America, they 
will open up their first charger in the Twin Cit- 
ies out in Woodbury this summer. There is a 
charger in Eau Claire, Wisconsin presently. 
Audi dealerships can allow their customers to 
have their e-tron vehicles charged on site, as 
well. It is also suggested to the use the Plug- 
Share app via their mobile phone for other 
charging stations across our region. 


Continued on page 64 
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Make sure your Business, Organization 
or Event is part of LAVENDER’s 
20th Annual Pride Edition! 


Call 612-436-4660 to speak with a Sales Executive 
and reserve your ad space today. 
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BY RANDY STERN 


I had a chance to ride along in the e-tron in- 
side the indoor electric vehicle track, sponsored 
by Exelon. This track is part of the Washington 
Auto Show for attendees to experience the pow- 
er of an EV. Along with the Audi e-tron quattro, 
we had a Hyundai Kona EV and a Nissan Leaf 
to ride along with professional drivers. Needless 
to say, the Audi is quick: they claim a 0-60 MPH 
sprint of 5.5 seconds. I found plenty of controlled 
roll and lean through tight maneuvers, but it is 
also a very comfortable place to be. 

The Audi e-tron quattro SUV is arriving 
within months, starting at $74,800. 

For something more affordable, Kia pre- 
sented its new Niro EV to us. This is the latest 
member of the Niro family, joining the Hybrid 
and PHEV models later this year. It features a 
battery-electric driveline with 291 pound-feet of 
torque. 


64 | LAVENDER | MAY 23JUNE 5, 2019 


There are only a few visual differences be- 
tween the Hybrid, PHEV, and EV models. The 
EV's front end lacks a grille. To your right is 
a large plug-in port integrated with the front 
"grille." 

Kia's target for battery range is 240 miles, 
which positions it with other popular EVs 
priced under $50,000. This group includes the 
upcoming Kia Soul EV, the Hyundai Kona EV, 
the Chevrolet Bolt EV, Tesla Model 3 Standard 
Range Plus, and the Nissan Leaf e-Plus. 

I took the Kia Niro EV on the streets of 
Washington, D.C. and found that it was at 
home battling traffic in the Districts tight 
streets while maneuvering around bicyclists 
and scooter riders. This means that it will do 
very well right at home here in the Twin Cities 
and the Upper Midwest. 

Pricing has not been announced for the Kia 


Niro EV at this time. Initially, the Niro or Soul 
EV will not be for sale in our region. 

Between Audi, Kia, Hyundai, and Nissan is 
a commitment to providing full battery-electric 
vehicles to customers who are ready to plug 
in and pass up the local gas station. This next 
wave of EVs, including the Jaguar I-Pace and 
Mercedes-Benz EQC, represent the fact that by 
sticking to conventional vehicle designs and to 
meeting customer's needs that acceptance of 
such vehicles should be made easier. 

While we are seeing commitments by Xcel 
Energy to provide the infrastructure for more 
home and public charging of EVs, it comes 
down to providing vehicles to our market and 
widening the choices for both individual and 
fleet customers to purchase them. More ve- 
hicles on the road mean more choices for con- 
sumers in this segment. ll 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing 9lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring for, 
and adopting out dogs and cats into forever 
homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce working 
to invigorate, build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesguorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and certificates 
in acupuncture/Chinese Medicine, chiro- 
practic, massage therapy, and B.S. comple- 
tion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates cel- 
ebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 

www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health Com- 
prehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care from a 
multi-disciplinary team. Providing gender af- 
firmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics and 
Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal Eco- 
nomic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaintsGci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Communily Center for individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, and 
supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Whether it's a fling or a serious thing - get 
ested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 
Paul. Offering PrEP. 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! ОЁ 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTG-friendly counseling and referral; HIV 
prevention and support; public education, re- 
search and advocacy. #HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AlDSLine 

(612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental ill- 
nesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 

FM (STP) 

Home of "Fresh Fruit", the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country, cel- 
ebrating 40 years! Listen on air or online. 
Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of Minnesota. 
610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 26 
historic sites and museums part of your vaca- 
tion plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates theatre 
that educates, challenges and inspires. Val- 
ues: Imagination, Excellence, Respect, Inclu- 
sion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

612) 874-0400 

www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New Century 
Theatres 

win Cities’ best live entertainment: Broad- 
way shows, music concerts, 

comedy, dance and more! 

Minneapolis, MN 

-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 


Enriching, inspiring and serving our commu- 


nity as a symphony orchestra internationally 
recognized for artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800] 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 
World-class opera draws you into a synthesis 


of beauty: breathtaking music, stunning cos- 


tumes, and extraordinary sets. 

Performances at the Ordway Music Theater 
345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 55102 
(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating performing 


arts and educational programs that enrich di- 


verse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 


An award-winning chorus building commu- 


nity through music and offers entertainment 
worth coming out for! 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICAL 


Stonewall DFL Democrats 

LGBTG outreach arm of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, working 
to elect LGBTG leaders and allies. 

255 E. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107 
(651) 293-1200 

mnstonewalldfl.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United 


Methodist Church 
Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 


Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 

Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes yov. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
Making a difference in communities across 
Minnesota. Helping Minnesota students and 
seniors with personalized services that pro- 
mote independent, healthy & abundant lives. 
(651) 310-9440 

www.Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
Now in its 41 st season, join hundreds of LGBTA 
softball players participating in the TCGSL. 
PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 55458 

www.lcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this His- 
toric Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@DiscoverStillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. Ex- 
ceptional dining, attractions, shopping, hotels 
and event space. 

660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

952) 426-4047 


www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

218) 722-401 1, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

75 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651) 265-4900 
www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTG organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 


Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES REAL ESTATE 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Associa- 
tion Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


GUN SHOPS 
Bill's : Manthly Memberships | 

2 LAS 5 Star Rated Ranges 

A А " 
abin Shop 2 Huge Retail Selection 
“£ Range Training Classes 

: WWW.BILESBSIDOM SEE YOU AT THE RANBE! 
HOME SERVICES 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


| MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS | 
LICENSED AND INSURED 
| 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

| Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


HOUSE CLEANING 
PROBABLY WON'T 
[ILL YOU BUT WHY 
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Whole House Deep Clean 
ONLY 


$1999 


Local & woman owned. 
Member of LGBTQ community 
Call Today! 612-669-1606 

WWW.SPARKLEMN.COM 


LYNN THOELE 
Owner & Chief Sparkle Officer 


612 827 5847 
christopherfriend@edinarealty.com 
www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com >= 
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SPORTS & RECREATION 


INSURANCE 


EagleSageAdvisors.com 


GOLF COURSE 
9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN, MN 55388 = 


2) 955-3600 . 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. a n 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 Davina M. Baldwin 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


TAX SERVICES 


n 


Professionals 


EAGLE SAGE 
ADVISORS 


Terri Whitesong 
507.645.5010 


4500 Park Glen Road 

Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

p 612-822-7177 612-822-2163 

RORTax.com Сту 
Michael Ness 

Income Tax Professional 


Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 199 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 67 


DRINK | DINE | DANCE 
990 CENTRAL AVE. NE, MPLS 
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AN AMERICAN GLBT RIGHTS RETROSPECTIVE, 
PART ONE (19605-1989) 
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Qo C u St mot 


"Stonewall." 

For decades, this simple word has been evoc- 
ative of revolution, of societal change, of a fight 
for justice, and a struggle for equality. 

For many in the GLBT community, it has 
been a catch-all word for the explosion of a new 
civil rights movement that sprang forth from a 
historic two nights of rebellion in New York City. 

While the Stonewall Riots of June 28-29, 1969 


The riot at Gene Compton's Cafeteria in 1966 was one of the first recorded GLBT-related riots in American history. [1] 


are considered by many to be the most impor- 
tant moment in the history of GLBT rights in the 
United States, the truth is that the rumblings of 
revolution were happening long before that first 
brick was thrown in Greenwich Village. 

"To frame the whole thing as 'the pivot is 
Stonewall! is in some ways to limit what you can 
see right there," said Rachel Mattson, curator 
of the University of Minnesota's Tretter Collec- 


San Francisco's Mona's 
440 Club becomes the first 
known lesbian bar in the 
United States. 


December 24, 1924 


lllinois grants a charter for the 
Chicago-based Society for Human 
Rights, the first known American 


gay rights group. 
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tion in GLBT Studies. "There are arguments that 
historians have made about the ways in which 
there were incredible moments of freedom and 
resistance in the 19th century and the early 20th 
century." 

“We as a people were invisible and 99.996 in 
the closet,” said Mark Segal, founder of Philadel- 
phia Gay News. "Before Stonewall, there were 
only (around) a hundred out people in the U.S. 
that would speak publicly and on the record 
about LGBT issues." 

Following World War II, there was an increas- 
ing initiative on the government's part to main- 
tain a set of so-called traditional values in Ameri- 
can society. During the times of the Red Scare 
and anti-communist hysteria, homosexuals were 
included in lists of supposed subversives that 
were seen as antithetical to the American way of 
life. 

“I think it's hard for people to imagine today 
what it was like to try and be gay at that moment 
in time," said Lisa Vecoli, former curator of the 
'Tretter Collection. “You could lose your job, you 
could lose your housing. It was classified as a 
mental illness. You could be thrown in prison, 
you could be institutionalized. There were laws 
against wearing more than two pieces of clothing 
of the opposite gender.” 

In the late 1940s, the U.S. State Department 
began firing alleged homosexuals from the 
federal workplace. The Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation kept lists of known gay people and 
monitored their daily lives. On a local scale, po- 
lice began raiding establishments that catered 
to gueer people, arresting and exposing them to 
the public. 

“It's remarkable what the conseguences were 
for somebody if they were publicly revealed as 


November 11, 1950 
The pro-gay tolerance 
Mattachine Society is 
founded in Los Angeles. 


The U.S. State Department 


1947 


Program. 


begins the firing of alleged 
homosexuals under the 
National Security Loyalty 


being gay,” said Vecoli. “So in that environment, 
it was very hard for people to gather and social- 
ize and create community. And one of the few 
places that they did that was in bars and social 
clubs.” 

However, unlike the gay bars and clubs of to- 
day, the establishments that gueer people visited 
to avoid persecution and be among others like 
them weren't quite on the level. 

“You had bars which were largely run by 
criminal elements,” said Vecoli. “And were there 
to exploit the fears and the vulnerabilities of the 
GLBT community. So they were in crappy spac- 
es, they sold crappy liguor, and they charged 
high prices and in exchange for patronizing 
those establishments. GLBT people had a place 
to gather that was sometimes safe.” 

Nonetheless, these gathering spaces were 
regularly subject to police crackdowns or per- 
secution. Long before the events of Stonewall, 
there were already sparks of gueer rebellion hap- 
pening in America. 

In May of 1959, trans people, gay men, lesbi- 
ans, drag gueens and more rioted at the Cooper 
Do-nuts café in Los Angeles after repeated police 
harassment there. In April 1965, queer patrons 
protested Philadelphia's Dewey's Coffee Shop 
after being refused service by staff members on 
account of their sexuality or gender identity. In 
August 1966, a riot erupted at San Francisco's 
Compton's Cafeteria, after a transgender woman 
resisted arrest and was joined by other trans 


people and drag gueens in fighting back against 
the police. 

'To respond to the tensions and worries bub- 
bling over in the GLBT community, various stu- 
dent and activist organizations sprang up across 
the country to advocate for the rights and well- 


'Revolutionaries' Steve Ihrig and Koreen Phelps 


teach Free U course on homosexual revolution 


One month prior to the Stonewall Riots, Steve Ihrig and Koreen Phelps founded Fight Repression of Erotic 


Expression, a University of Minnesota gay rights group. [2] 


being of GLBT people. The Mattachine Society 
of Los Angeles was founded to assist local gay 
people in matters both legal and educational. 
The Daughters of Bilitis was founded in San 
Francisco as the first lesbian rights group in the 
United States. 

Homophile organizations on the eastern sea- 
board formed a coalition known as the Eastern 
Regional Conference of Homophile Organiza- 


September 24, 1951 
Christine Jorgensen becomes 
the first publicly known recipient 
of sex reassignment surgery in 
America. 


April 27, 1953 


tions (ECHO). 
America, queer students began mobilizing to 
fight for gay liberation. One such group was 
FREE: Fight Repression of Erotic Expression, 
founded in May 1969 at the University of Min- 
nesota by Steven Ihrig and Koreen Phelps. 

“Tt wasn't the first gay liberation student orga- 
nization by any means, but it was unique for Min- 
nesota at the time and it started with two people 


On college campuses across 


The first American 
lesbian rights group, 
the Daughters of Bilitis, 
is founded in San 
Francisco. 


President Dwight D. Eisenhower 


issues an executive order barring the 
employment of homosexuals by the 
federal government. 


Christine Jorgensen. Photo by Maurice 
Seymour 
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Love and 
let Love. 


FREE: оғ" minnesota 


COFFMAN MEMORIAL UNION 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA - 55455 


Li 
Photography £ Design: Paul R. Hagen, Minneapolis 


Fight Repression of Erotic Expression (FREE) was a pre-Stonewall gay rights 
organization that was founded at the University of Minnesota. [3] 


May 1959 


1059 Lesbians, gay men, drag queens and 
trans people riot at the Cooper Do-nuts 
café due to police harassment of queer 
people there. 


who met each other on the West Bank, which 
was sort of this hippie counterculture area," said 
Noah Barth, a Master's student in the U of M's 
Heritage Studies and Public History program, as 
well as a curator at the Tretter Collection. “And 
neither one of them were students at the time 
either. And they really wanted to find a way that 
gay people could be safe just going about their 
lives. They wanted to find a place that gay people 
could find community with one another." 

Ihrig and Phelps met on campus and decided 
to start a class known as the Homosexual Revo- 
lution. Before and after the iconic Stonewall ri- 
ots, their endeavor sought to address inequities 
faced by queer people in Minnesota and beyond. 

"By the time Stonewall had occurred, the 
people that were involved in this class wanted to 
find a way to take this class to the next step, sort 
of ignited by the Stonewall riots," said Barth. 
“And so that's when it became a student organi- 
zation in the fall of 1969." 

Prior to Stonewall, GLBT firsts were made 
manifest in the United States: In 1961, José Sar- 
ria became the first openly gay person to run 
for public office, while Illinois became the first 
state to decriminalize same-sex activity in 1962. 
While a groundswell of revolution was coagulat- 
ing across the nation, the doors of gay liberation 
burst wide open on one fateful day in New York 


City. 


FiGHT THE POWER 

In the early hours of June 28, 1969, the Stone- 
wall Inn of Greenwich Village was doing busi- 
ness as usual The establishment, located on 
Christopher Street, was a popular hangout for 
gay people, drag queens, trans people, and sex 
workers. Thanks to financial backing by the Ma- 


Illinois becomes the first 
1962 state to decriminalize 

consensual same-sex 

activity between adults. 


The Gold Coast, the first José Sarria becomes the first 
1958 gay leather bar, opens in openly gay person to run for 
Chicago. public office in America. 
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fia and recurring kickbacks to police, it served 
as a relatively safe space for the queer people in 
the neighborhood. 

"At the time (of Stonewall) it was trans peo- 
ple, it was sex workers, it was youth who were 
on the streets," said Vecoli. ^It was usually the 
most vulnerable population that was targeted 
for police harassment. And so that's going to 
be people of color, trans people, young people 
on the streets, and whether it was at Compton's 
Cafeteria or the Black Cat Cafe or at Stonewall, 
the police came in they did some kind of enforce- 
ment and something got thrown and things got 
volatile." 

“So when we think about Stonewall, I think 
it's important that we think about Stonewall as 
being one moment of response, and the people 
who were involved and responded to that as be- 


ing a very, very broad, diverse part of the com- 

munity," Vecoli continued. Disre&T3 FACT 
'That morning, plainclothes police officers - 

raided Stonewall, with around 200 patrons in We Demand AN 

the bar at the time. Police barricaded ше doors END To THE 

to prevent any escapes, and began filling paddy 


wagons with arrestees and confiscated liquor. 
Segal, who was present in the area that night, 
got a firsthand account of the incident. 

“As a usual night at (age) 18, I walked up and 
down Christopher Street talking with my friends 
or sitting on steps chatting away,” said Segal. 
“That night, the lights (at Stonewall) blinked and 
I asked a friend what was happening. Casually, 
they said we were being raided.” a | De — ^ zd 

According to Segal, this was a commonplace RON 7 NEU М A E AE 
occurrence. pU CUM | Jum Rum 

“No regular was worried since the same с" £ E ; x \ 21 
thing always happened," said Segal. "The bar UN S i — а š CFR SS 
made is payof, older gay men might ae their feg] Tha per at th Stone nn eiie CLET peopl gron he count obo more cy and pi in, 


important figures in both the Stonewall Riots and the entirety of the American GLBT rights movement. This portrait 
captures their involvement in the 1973 Pride Parade in New York City. [5] 


August 1966 May 1969 

1966 Police harassment of trans people at Fight Repression of Erotic 
Compton’s Cafeteria in San Francisco Expression (FREE) founded at 
brings about one of the first GLBT-related the University of Minnesota. 


riots in American history. 


April 1965 September 1967 

1965 GLBT and gender-nonconforming The Los Angeles Advocate is founded, 
people protest Dewey’s Coffee Shop later renamed as The Advocate in 1969. 
in Philadelphia after being refused It is currently the longest-running GLBT 
service by staff members. publication in American history. 
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A donation can carried by Mark Segal in the first Gay Pride Parade in 1970, now featured in the Smithsonian 


Institute American History Museum in Washington, D.C.. [6] 


wallets out, give a few bucks and get out. Stereo- 
types would be confronted and (people would 
be) pushed around and eventually get carded 
and let out. I was among the first to be let out.” 

Segal noted that while some of the older pa- 
trons who likely had jobs and families ran from 
the premises to protect their "secret lives", many 
others remained outside of the inn and gathered 
around the door in a semi-circle of sorts. 


May 18, 1970 


Two Minneapolis men submit an 
application for a same-sex marriage 
license, the first of its kind in 


American history. 


"Eventually there were more of us outside 
than in," said Segal. “And when a police offi- 
cer opened the door and confronted one of the 
crowd, another member tossed something at 
the door, then many people tossed anything they 
could through at the doors. At that point, the po- 
lice were trapped in the club... that is the first 
time in recorded history that the LGBT commu- 
nity had caused the police to be frightened by 


our community to the point that they had to call 
for reinforcements.” 

Accounts vary on who exactly instigated the 
riot at Stonewall. While a number of names have 
been thrown around, some insist that their iden- 
tity didn't matter, but rather why they did it. 

“I think that there are many stories about who 
was there and who wasn't there the first night, 
but the thing is it wasn't just that one night," said 
Mattson. "It was a rebellion that lasted for several 
nights and became the impetus for the founding 
ofa bunch of different new organizations. And so 
I think there is no answer to who was there that 
night, who wasn't there that night, (or) whether 
there was a brick thrown." 

"[ think that somebody's involvement in 
something could speak for itself," added Barth. 
"And the fact of the matter was that the Stone- 
wall Inn was serving transgender people, drag 
queens, and people of color across the street. 
You have a park where homeless youth are 
hanging out and sleeping in that evening. And 
So, by the nature of its geography in the village, 
it is surrounded by lower-class people of color. 
So their involvement in the rebellion is central to 
the rebellion." 

Aside from congregating outside the bar and 
taunting police, the riots began in full force when 
witnesses claimed to see a woman being hit by a 
police baton, sparking a ful-on mob at Stonewall. 
Windows were broken. Trash was set on fire. 
Debris was flung at the building. On the first 
night of the riots, the NYPD was woefully out- 
numbered by protestors, prompting riot control 
squads to arrive and combat the angry crowd. 
'The streets were largely cleared out hours later. 
The riot became a major story for New York 
news outlets in the hours to follow, and it became 


October 15, 1971 


The Minnesota Supreme Court rules on 
Baker v. Nelson, stating that the denial of 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples 


does not violate the U.S. Constitution. 


June 28, 1969 
Police raid New York City's 
Stonewall Inn, leading to GLBT 
people resisting arrest and 
rioting over a span of two days. 
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June 28, 1970 


1970 


New Yorkers march through the streets to 
recognize the one-year anniversary of the 


Stonewall Riots, with this demonstration 


now recognized as the first Pride parade. 


of the Stonewall Riots. [7] 


the Gay Liberation Front, sprang forth from the events 
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Singer Anita Bryant's public anti-gay campaign in 
the late 1970s provoked plenty of backlash from 
gay Floridians. [8] 


a visually and emotionally resonant call to arms 
for disenfranchised GLBT people in the city. 

^We were emboldened as shown by the fact 
that we congregated there again the following 
night," said Segal. “Out, and in public, and on our 
turf.” 

Rioting resumed the next night at Stonewall, 
with many previous protestors returning, along- 
side a number of regular bystanders. Thousands 
of people flooded Christopher Street. Two peo- 
ple present this night became icons in the GLBT 
liberation movement for years to come: Sylvia 
Rivera and Marsha P Johnson. 


“You have to mention the name of Marsha P. 
Johnson,” said Mattson. “You have to note that 
they were trans women of color who are sex 
workers and organized the Street Transvestite 
Action Revolutionary organization (STAR). But 
you also have to note that there were just an in- 
credible number of other people whose names 
we don't know and whose stories we don't know 
and whose motivations we'll never know and 
whose experiences we'll never know.” 

Various NYPD precincts encroached on 
the crowd, and like the previous night, chaos 
ensued, with more property damage, arrests, 


December 15, 1973 


1973 


The American Psychiatric Association 


declares that homosexuality is not a 


mental disorder. 


19/4 


and resistance to police. When the dust set- 
tled and the streets were once again quiet, to 
many queer people, it felt like a brand new day. 


THE REVOLUTION IS HERE 
AND IT'S QUEER 


As a direct result of the Stonewall riots, the 
gay liberation movement had a very public face. 
In addition to growing press coverage, queer ac- 
tivists became more emboldened in their fight 
for equality. Across the country, queer groups 
organized pickets, protests, and demonstrations 
demanding equal rights for GLBT folk. One 
such entity was the Gay Liberation Front (GLF), 
a collection of various gay liberation groups that 
formed immediately in the wake of Stonewall. 

“GLF forming on that step of the Stonewall 
that next night took two revolutionary steps,” 
said Segal. “First, we stated clearly that we would 
no longer hide in the shadows: We were out, 
proud and in your face. We also would no longer 
allow society to define us. We would define our- 
selves and expect society to accept our pride.” 

In Minnesota, organizations like FREE con- 
tinued their work in providing support to queer 
people in the North Star State. 

“(FREE) had a speakers bureau,” said Vecoli. 
“They had done protests on campus. They'd had 
a table up for New Student Welcome Week at the 
university. They had done sensitivity trainings 
for rookie police officers on the University of 
Minnesota campus. They had helped found Gay 
House, which was one of the first gay commu- 
nity centers in the country.” 

Minnesota also became enshrined in GLBT 
history when two University of Minnesota stu- 
dents and gay activists, Jack Baker and Michael 


Elaine Noble becomes the first 
openly gay person to be elected 
to state office, winning a seat 
on the Massachusetts State 
Legislature. 


Nancy Wechsler and Jerry DeGrieck 
become the first openly lesbian and 
openly gay elected officials in United 
States history, winning seats on the 
Ann Arbor, Mich. City Council. 


October 18, 1973 

Lambda Legal is founded as the 
first legal organization for the 
GLBT community. 


1972 
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McConnell, applied for a marriage license in 
Hennepin County in 1970. They became the first 
gay couple to be legally married in American his- 
tory when they succeeded in obtaining a license 
in Blue Earth County, despite a later dismissal of 
their claim to a right to be married by the Min- 
nesota Supreme Court. 

A full year after the Stonewall riots, New 
Yorkers marched through the city streets to 
recognize the anniversary of that night, a dem- 
onstration now officially recognized as the first- 
ever Pride parade. 

“We marched out of the Village and across 
town to Central Park,” said Segal. “(It was the) 
first time the LGBT community ever held a 
march and crossed a city in public. There were 
thousands of us... we had changed the LGBT 
community in one year.” 

Openly gay politicians began running for of- 
fice, with candidates such as Nancy Wechsler, 
Jerry DeGrieck, Elaine Noble, Allan Spear, and 
Harvey Milk becoming some of the first openly 
gueer people to attain elected office in America. 

In 1973, the American Psychiatric Associa- 
tion ruled out homosexuality as a mental dis- 
order, and legislating the egual rights of GLBT 
people in America slowly became more and 
more of a possibility. 

“Minneapolis was the first unit of govern- 
ment at any level to pass transgender-inclusive 
nondiscrimination language, and they did that in 
1975, long before anyone did that anywhere else 
in the country," said Vecoli. Se > ; T TAGS | 

Despite the amazing strides made by the | ] ‘ tan? 135,000 times, | 
GLBT community in the years following Stone- “a 
wall, however, there were still struggles and 
obstacles. Many gueer people were still subject 
to arrests and persecution. University of Minne- 


June 25, 1978 
Gilbert Baker designs the first rainbow flag 
as a symbol for the gay rights movement, 
unveiling it at the San Francisco Gay and 
Lesbian Freedom Day Parade. 


Rainbow Flag. BigStock/jelisua88 


A LY ` 
Harvey Milk. Photo by Daniel Nicoletta, 
CC BY 3.0 


November 27, 1978 


San Francisco city supervisor Harvey Milk, 


Minneapolis is the first 
American unit of government 


to pass transgender-inclusive the first openly gay candidate elected to 
non-discrimination language. office in California, is assassinated by 
Dan White. 
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Many AIDS activists across the country grew frustrated with what they saw as lax government response to the 
growing AIDS epidemic, demanding increased research and medical funding to combat the disease. [10] 


sota student Myra Billund-Phibbs mentioned a 
raid of a Minneapolis bathhouse in 1979. 

"The Locker Room Health Club was a three- 
story bathhouse at 315 N. 1st Ave., which sits 
around the corner from the Gay '90s, where 
the police precinct is now,” said Billund-Phibbs. 
“Two undercover officers had gone into the 
bathhouse, and once they saw public sex hap- 
pening, they basically sounded the alarm and... 
raided the building.” 


Rousing the men out of their rooms, the po- 
lice reportedly lobbed homophobic slurs, looked 
through the men's belongings, and issued 
threats. 

“116 men were ticketed for disorderly con- 
duct and nine for sodomy, which was a felony at 
the time,” said Billund-Phibbs. “So all of those 
men had their names and home addresses pub- 
lished in the newspaper.” 

This incident was a moment of outrage for 


May 1981 
Tennis star Billie Jean King 
comes out as a lesbian, 

the first major professional 
athlete to do so. 
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gay men in Minneapolis, Billund-Phibbs said. 

“That was really an organizing event that I 
think coalesced and became a really important 
political moment also,” Billund-Phibbs added. 

It was also still a struggle for queer people to 
come out publicly, especially to their family and 
friends. 

“Being gay was a struggle for me personally, 
growing up in a Southern Baptist, African-Ameri- 
can family,” said Minneapolis DJ Jamez L. Smith. 


March 2, 1982 
Wisconsin becomes 

the first state to outlaw 
sexual orientation-based 
discrimination. 


October 14, 1979 
The first March on 

Washington for Lesbian 
and Gay Rights is held. 


June 5, 1981 
The virus first referred to as Gay- 
Related Immune Deficiency (GRID) is 
identified by the medical community; 
the name is later changed to Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). 


1981 


Billie Jean King. Photo by Lynn 
Gilbert, CC BY-SA 4.0 
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Rock Hudson. Public Domain 


AIDS does not discriminate. 
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Anyone can fet AIDS from sexual contact or sharing needles with an in&xted person. Call 1-800- 541- AIDS 
But we know how to prevent AIDS. Learn bow to protect yourself. 


It became abundantly clear that AIDS was not exclusively affecting the GLBT population. [11] 


"[ hid it from them for years. I didn't come out to 
my mom until I was like 28." 

There was also a growing religious backlash 
to the increasingly visible gay rights movement. 
In 1977, singer and conservative activist Anita 
Bryant famously organized a campaign pro- 
testing a Dade County, Florida ordinance that 
banned discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation, forming the Save Our Children coali- 
tion, while in 1979, the Rev. Jerry Falwell found- 
ed the Moral Majority, a prominent conservative 
political organization that, among other goals, 
publicly opposed state acceptance of same-sex 
activity. 

Tragedy befell the gay rights movement 
when the openly gay San Francisco City Super- 
visor Harvey Milk was assassinated along with 
Mayor George Moscone by former city supervi- 
sor Dan White in 1978. 

“I remember when Harvey Milk was killed, I 


was in high school,” said Smith. “When Harvey 
Milk was killed, I was actually in school and peo- 
ple were more upset about the fact that Mayor 
Moscone was killed.” 

Nevertheless, the fight for egual rights of all 
queer people would continue. But a horrifying 
discovery in June of 1981 would prove to be a 
nightmare for the community for years to come. 


PANIC 


On June 5, 1981, the Centers for Disease 
Control reported the first known cases of a mys- 
terious disease that showed symptoms of a rare 
strain of pneumonia that occurred in individuals 
with extremely vulnerable immune systems. 

'The first cases of this disease were either 
identified as intravenous drug users or gay men. 
More cases emerged, with a large number of 
gay men presenting similar symptoms, such as a 
flu-like illness, weight loss, and fevers. The press 


July 25, 1985 
Movie star Rock Hudson 
reveals that he has AIDS. 
Hudson died on Oct. 2 the 
same year. 
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originally called the disease “Gay-Related Im- 
mune Deficiency", or GRID. However, in 1982, 
CDC scientists realized that the disease was not 
exclusive to gay people, and renamed it Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome, or AIDS, which 
is caused by the Human Immunodeficiency Vi- 
rus, or HIV. 

Despite the revelation that anyone could be 
affected by AIDS, the misleading associations 
with the gay community led to significant dis- 
crimination and falsehoods being thrown upon 
queer people. To the gay community itself, Mark 
Segal summed up the reaction to AIDS with one 
word. 

“Panic,” he said. “Then the need to organize 
since medical (institutions) and government 
would not come to our defense." 

Smith noted how the AIDS crisis fueled ho- 
mophobic attitudes, especially widely circulated 
misconceptions. 


November 18, 1986 
American supermodel Gia Carangi 
dies from AIDS, becoming one 
the first high-profile women to 
succumb from the disease. 


March 24, 1987 
AIDS Coalition to 
Unleash Power (ACT-UP) 
is founded in New York 


City. 
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“I'm in high school and I'm sitting in (my aunt 
and uncle's) living room, looking out the win- 
dow, and my uncle comes out of the bathroom," 
said Smith. "He was one of those men that would 
go to the bathroom with the newspaper, and 
he comes running out of the bathroom (with) 
his pants still wrapped around his ankles, and 
(he says), 'They did it! They did it! They finally 
found a way to get rid of the faggots.' That's how 
I heard about AIDS." 

Vecoli said that as a lesbian in the early 1980s, 
there wasn't a lot of exchange with the gay male 
community during the advent of AIDS. 

"[ want to emphasize that wasn't true for 
everyone here, but it was true I think for a defi- 
nite portion of the population," said Vecoli. “And 
my perspective on what happened was that the 
threat to and the needs of the gay male commu- 
nity at that point, struggling with and suffering 
with AIDS, really was the impetus for kind of a 
reintegration between the broader gay and les- 
bian communities to try and find to try and de- 
velop a GLBT umbrella." 

"Lesbian women had come together to sup- 
port each other with the breast cancer epidemic, 
and then this mysterious illness started killing 
their gay brothers," said Smith. “And with the 
(onset of the) AIDS epidemic, they shifted their 
focus to HIV." 

Organizations such as ACT UP (AIDS Co- 
alition To Unleash Power) were founded in the 
1980s to lobby for access to experimental HIV 
medication and to push politicians to bring 
about legislation and funding for research to 
fight AIDS and prolong the lives and potentially 
cure those living with it. In 1983, the Minnesota 
AIDS Project was created to become the state's 
biggest HIV/AIDS service organization. In 1988, 


Barney Frank. Photo courtesy of United States 
Congress, Public Domain 
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the first World AIDS Day was hosted to bring 
about awareness of the pandemic. 

It didn't take long for the GLBT community 
to mobilize to fight the specter of AIDS. Many 
AIDS activists believed that the government was 
dragging its feet in appropriately responding 
to the crisis in the mid-1980s, and took it upon 
themselves to mobilize and spread awareness 
and solicit funding to battle this horrifying pan- 
demic. 

With the 1980s coming to a close and a new 
decade on the horizon, the GLBT community 
wasn't just fighting for their rights. They were 
fighting for their lives. Ё 


On June 6, the second part of our three-part series 
on the history of Stonewall and the American GLBT 
rights movement will examine the continued reaction 
to HIV/AIDS, the growing visibility of queer people in 
the media, the rise and demise of “Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell”, and the first of many legislative victories for the 
GLBT community in the 21st century. 
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October 11, 1988 


The inaugural National Coming Out Day 


is observed. 


May 30, 1987 
Rep. Barney Frank becomes the first 

U.S. congressman to voluntarily come 
out as gay. 


1987 


